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These Considerations 


HE TIMES: they are a-changing, again. They always do, of 

course, eventually. X is about to end its seven-year vacation in 

#« and will then strut his stuff in H. With-it moderns tell us that 

X rules #* but I for one prefer to see this wayward planet away 
from »’s realm and settled comfortably somewhere \ can keep a protec- 
tive eye on him. 

I am already Winter-weary. Cabin fever is endemic hereabouts and 
there’s still another couple of bleak months—frigid temperatures, sleet, 
snow and ice-bound streams—to go before Easter arrives. » 0° P is still 
present in the sky. It must be associated with the current madness that 
seems to pervade Washington, a sickness that seems worse than McCar- 
thyism and potentially more disastrous than Vietnam. The reaction to 
911 is beyond anything Osama bin Laden could have desired. 

Yet spring will eventually arrive and not long thereafter » will quit 
I—hurrah! Its February station will be the last I can expect to see ago- 
nize my O’s sign—good riddance to it! %’s impending tour of © isn’t 
likely to be too wonderful, it’s a definitely unwelcome visit, but we'll 
cope with that when it comes; at least when he’s there the old hula- 
hooping skinflint can’t continue trying to stare down P. 

Justice is our theme this time round. Barbara Koval outlines the ba- 
sics involved in the astrology of the courts (some utter nonsense has re- 
cently been propagated on the Web concerning this subject); Virginia 
Reyer tells us about Ira Einhorn, a murdering hippy who almost suc- 
ceeded in his attempt to flee from justice, and Dennis Saunders takes us 
back sixty-odd years to Bruno Hauptmann and The Trial of the Century. 

The Life Span Revolution is another form of justice, of the fated kind. 
It’s some eight years since we last published anything on Ross Harvey’s 
remarkable discovery. The detailed how-to example we provide is in 
response to the requests of many subscribers 

Additionally, Martin Lipson reviews the horoscopic indications of a 
terrible mining accident in Nova Scotia, Doug Smith provides perspec- 
tive on Chairman Mao and the Cultural Revolution; and Alexander 
Marr’s gives some key charts associated with Hitler’s failed invasion of 
Russia. No issue of Considerations is complete without an example of 
Horary and Ruth Baker provides us with another fine one. It is always 
important to remember that an understanding of Horary provides the es- 
sential foundation from which to study and understand the added com- 
plexities of Natal, Mundane and other branches of our craft. 

Enjoy! 


Ira Einhorn: 
The Psychedelic Unicorn of Death 


VIRGINIA A. REYER 


RA EINHORN was Philadelphia’s number one hippie, the 
city’s foremost radical, a friend of Jerry Rubin, Abbie Hoffman 
and Allan Ginsburg. The name Einhorn means Unicorn. It is a 
Yiddish name meaning “one horn.” 

Ira Einhorn was the self-styled King of the Radicals, the Prince of 
Flower Power, the Guru of Peace and Love and the Planetary Enzyme. 
Today he is a convicted killer. 

He was the son of a Jewish family, a gifted pupil and brilliant student 
of literature, who abandoned his studies at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in the early 60's to join the American dissent movement. 

Ira has never held a job. He has always managed to live off others. 

yo ] He met Helen ‘Holly’ Maddux in 
- 1972 at La Terrasse, the bistro where he 
held court and never picked up a tab. 
Holly, aged 24, was bright, beautiful and 
bouncy; a fresh, blue-eyed, former high 
school cheerleader, former Bryn Mawr 
student, and current women’s libber. She 
came from Tyler, Texas, and had money, 
an inheritance. They were drawn to each 
other from the start. Holly found Ira 
magnetic, his genius captivating, and they 
were living together almost immediately. 
Einhorn was all brain and no heart. Sex 
Ira Einhorn (left) was an addiction for him. When Holly 
with Abbie Hoffman realized that he was self-centered, abusive 
and brutal, she wanted out but was afraid 
to leave him. There was a dark side to Ira, at odds with the values he 
professed that ranged from his overpowering ego to his domineering and 

violent relationships with women. Holly was in an abusive relationship. 

Two of Einhorn’s former girlfriends had ended up in hospital after 
trying to leave him. One was strangled until she fell conscious; the other 
was hit over the head with a Coke bottle. 

Holly decided to leave him. She moved to New York, and began a 
romance with another man. On 9 September 1977, she called Einhorn 
to sever their relationship once and for all. He raged, “Get over here now 
or I'll throw your personal belongings out into the street!” She went to 
Philadelphia that day and was never seen again. 

Neighbors told the police of a stench, a smell like that of a dead ani- 
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mal, and an occasional oozing of a putrid brown matter that stained the 
ceiling of the apartment below. The occupants tried to paint it out and 
sanitize the smell with deodorants, but the odor increased and the oozing 
continued. When the janitor investigated the problem, Einhorn refused to 
let the man check the closet from where the 
smell seemed to be coming. 

Einhorn ignored the problem. He became 
a New Age net worker for CEOs, launched 
Philadelphia’s Earth Day celebration, ran for 
Mayor of Philadelphia as a self-proclaimed 
Planetary Enzyme, a catalyst for social 
change, and won a fellowship to Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Government. 

On 28" March 1979, his world changed. 
Detectives got into the apartment and used a 
crowbar to pry open the padlocked closet. 
Inside they found Holly’s packed suitcase and Holly Maddux 
a steamer trunk. When they opened the trunk 
they found newspapers dating from 15" September 1977 and earlier, a 
layer of Styrofoam and plastic bags, all crumpled up, and then a hand— 
wrist, palm, and five fingers, curled and frozen. Digging just a little 
deeper, following the shriveled, rawhide-like hand, down the wrist, they 
saw an arm, still clothed in a flannel shirt. Holly’s skull had been shat- 
tered in several places, her battered corpse weighed a mere 37 pounds. 
From the contortion of the body and the evidence of an upraised arm, 
detectives believe she was probably stuffed into the steamer trunk while 
still alive, perhaps half-conscious, and died trying to claw her way out. 

Ira the Unicorn claimed he was being framed. 

Einhorn had friends in high places. Even though it was unheard of 
for alleged murderers to be granted release on bail, his attorney, soon-to- 
be U.S. Senator Arlen Specter, engineered the miracle. Only $4,000 was 
needed for Einhorn to walk free. Seagram heiress, Barbara Bronfman, 
who shared his interest in the paranormal, paid the bail money. He fled 
to Ireland and changed his name to Ben Moore. Bronfman kept sending 
him money. He traveled around Europe, blending in among the bohe- 
mian culture, and met his future wife, a Holly Maddux look-alike, an 
exceedingly wealthy Swedish woman named Annika Flodin,. They mar- 
ried on 23” September 1998 and later settled in Champagne Mouton in 
southwest France, where he lived like a sun king. 

When Interpol found him he was Eugene Mallon. They arrested him 
just after sunrise on 18" June 1997. 
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According to European law, 
no alleged criminal can be tried 
in absentia. In 1993 in Philadel- 
phia, Einhorn had _ been 
convicted of murder and 
sentenced to death without being 
present to defend himself. Such 
a process was unfathomable to 
the French. They released him. 

The Pennsylvania General 
Assembly responded by enacting 
legislation that offered Einhorn a Ira Einhorn with Anika Flodin 
new trial, with no death penalty 
should he again be found guilty. 

On 25" July 2000, the French government finally approved Einhorn’s 
extradition to the United States. Einhorn appealed. 

His appeal was rejected on 12" July 2001. After hearing the news, he 
tried to slit his throat with a knife: 

At 4 AM on 21" July 2001 he arrived at Philadelphia airport, shackled 
and wearing a bulletproof vest. 

On 17" October 2002, a six-man and six-woman jury deliberated less 
than a day before deciding that Ira Einhorn was guilty of battering Holly 
Maddux to death in 1977 and stuffing her body in a steamer trunk in his 
closet. He has not yet been sentenced. 


CCORDING to La Volasfera, Einhorn’s rising degree, 1° =, 
denotes: 
Aman with a dawn sword in an aggressive attitude, a person of 
martial and quarrelsome character, ever ready to pick a quarrel. 
Such a man will fight his way through life with little regard for 
the feelings and prejudices of others. It is a degree of wounding. 

The chart ruler, 9, is at the Midheaven—he will gain the attention of 
others by what he does. He will be extravagant, prone to outward show. 
@ o¢ Mc can indicate an occultist and leader, but someone who may be un- 
reliable, unfaithful and irresponsible. 2 0 Y% in T suggests love unions 
with appreciable differences in age and scenes of jealousy. Vx o° As indi- 
cates a pleasure-seeking nature, making him impulsive and passionate, 
involved in violent disputes. 2 o o squaring both Vx and As signifies pas- 
sion, sensuality, a strong emotional and sexual life, coupled with dishar- 
monious tendencies, and a lack of tact. The Vx is with Deneb Kaitos, a 
warlike fixed star, indicating a hard, cruel nature and self-destruction 
through force. 

o& o Mc indicates ego-conscious action and an excitable disposition. 
He will enjoy quarreling. More important perhaps, o O 4s shows he is 
often involved in disputes and can completely lose his temper and be- 
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come extremely violent. Because of its closeness to 2, o O 4s signifies 
that he is prone to extreme fits of jealousy, at which times he may com- 
pletely lose his self-control. 


Ira Einhorn 
3:33 PM EDT, 15" May 1940 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 39N57, 75W1 


@ is at the midpoint—sextile both bodies—of the tight trine the ) 
throws to *%, from the 12" into the 8" house. This—O ¢ ¥ and oo 4s 
notwithstanding—is an important key to understanding this chart. 

)/> represents the principle of self-control. The houses involved, the 
8s" and 12", signify death and/or the money of others (8") and self- 
undoing, incarceration, expenditures and/or ‘bed pleasures’ (12"). The 
participation of Q, ruler of the 1", 2° and 9" areas of life, with this pair, 
signifies a great charmer () * 2), a man who easily gains the love of 
women (2 o Mc), is protected by them (2 rules 1*), and can live off their 
money () 4 %, Q rules 2*¢ and is the dispositor of % in 8") in foreign 
lands (@ rules 9"). Even so, with ) in 12", there is a constant fear that 
eventually his past misdeeds would catch up with him. The sextiles 2 
throws to the ) and made it all appear so very easy, Ira Einhorn got 
away with it for many years. Perhaps he believed he would do so for- 
ever. 

The ) rules the 10 house from the 12"—his reputation is the result 
of actions he will live to regret. 
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The chart contains a distinct Nodal Barrier, a trapped configuration, 
with the Ascendant, Midheaven and all of the planets contained to one 
side of the Nodes. This occurs only in a bundle or bowl type chart. The 
Nodes are close to the %/4s midpoint—a wrong outlook on life, feelings 
of frustration, coldness, unresponsiveness and distance. This also indi- 
cates feelings of superiority and of being separate; making him very in- 
tense and self-motivated, self-controlled with strong goals in life. 

The & O is close to the 9" cusp, pointing to higher education and/or 
foreign travel, both of which he experienced. The O is conjunct the 
fixed star Algol, which has the reputation of being the most evil star in 
the sky. It promises a violent nature, a tragic end to life, and a bad repu- 
tation—which Einhorn is also experiencing. 

As the earth revolves, the planets move through the houses in a 
clockwise direction, with prominence accorded to the planet that rose 
immediately before the O. Here this is a combust ¥, which is o % and 
closely « ¥ in Tl in the 12" house. © ¢ ¥ is the signature of a revolu- 
tionary spirit. Trining ¥ it indicates magnetism and a craving for alcohol 
and drugs. This combination will make him uninhibited, unconventional, 
erratic and unpredictable. % o ¥ makes him both astute and tactless, it is 
an appropriate signature for a self-styled New Age Guru 

¥ is also a planet of escape, and the trine from ¥ and the © at the 9” 
cusp tells us something about both his psychedelic early years and also 
how he subsequently managed to elude justice for so many years. 

Justice is inherently the responsibility of 4, which is closely O P, the 
other planet that we know to be far away and beyond our ken. On 21* 
July 2001, when Einhorn, was eventually brought back to Philadelphia to 
face justice, transit 4 was 1° 49° ©, crossing over Einhorn’s natal Mid- 
heaven. 


Ira Einhorn in July 2001 


Adolf Hitler 
& the Life Span Revolution 


KEN GILLMAN 


The LSREV, discovered by Ross Harvey and described in previous issues of 
Considerations, continues to be a frequent topic in letters received from 
subscribers. Here is another worked example. 


ET’S GO back in time. Imagine if you will that it is September 
1939 and we are a small group of astrologers working in a 
highly secret establishment somewhere in Virginia. The news- 
papers this morning headlined Germany’s invasion of Poland. 
Our employers believe that Germany is presently dominated by a single 
man to such an extraordinary degree that were he to die the current mili- 
taristic direction of that country would end with him and peace would 
soon follow with a minimum loss of life. Accordingly, we have been 
asked to compute the German leader’s probable life span—whether or 
not this is to determine the viability of a proposed covert mission, we do 
not know and we do not ask. 
The German leader’s name is Adolf Hitler. 
We have been provided with three items of information: 


e A copy of Herr Hitler’s birth certificate, which states he was 
born at 6:30 PM local time on 20" April 1889 in Braunau, Aus- 
tria (48N15, 13E03). 

e The manuscript of a not yet published book, tentatively entitled 
Tierkreis und Hakenkreuz, by a Wilhelm Wulff, an astrologer 
employed by the German government, which suggests an earlier 
birth time, 6:03:53 MET. This alternate time is the result of Herr 
Wulff’s detailed rectification. 

e A dated listing of major events in the life of the German leader. 


In addition, we are informed that as a young man Hitler was an un- 
successful artist, and that sometime during his youth he became an ardent 
German nationalist. During the 1914-18 War he served in the German 
army, was wounded and received two medals for bravery. His story is 
bizarre. A foreigner—he was born in Austria, not in Germany—without 
formal education, money, political experience or connections, he has in a 
very short time appeared from nowhere to become the leader of a major 
world power. He is apparently an extraordinary orator, able to move 
people to significant action simply by his words and elaborate gestures, 
and he completely dominates his government. 
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We compare the two birth times and find the earlier one from 
Wilhelm Wulff to better relate to the nature and timing of the events we 
have been given. 


Table 1: Some Known Events in the Life of Adolf Hitler 


Date Event 
4/20/1889 | Birth in Braunau, Austria 
3/24/1894 | Brother Edmund born 
1/21/1896 | Sister Paula born 
2/2/1900 | Brother Edmund died 
9/17/1900 | Began High School 
1/9/1902 | Maternal grandfather died 
1/3/1903 | Father died 
9/16/1905 | Drunk. The only time this occurred. 
2/8/1906 | Maternal grandmother died 
1/7/1907 | Mother’s breast removed 
12/21/1907 | Mother died 
2/17/1908 | Moves to Vienna 
2/9/1910 | Moves into hostel 
12/1/1910 | Receives a substantial bequest from Aunt 
5/25/1913 | Moves to Munich, Germany 
8/16/1914 | Joins the German army as a private soldier 
10/7/1916 | Wounded in the thigh 
3/1/1917 | Returns to his regiment after medical leave 
10/14/1918 | Blinded by gas 
11/11/1918 | Germany defeated. Feels ashamed. 
10/16/1919 | His first public speech 
8/13/1920 | Major speech 
5/1/1922 | His Nazi party is defeated by Reds 
9/30/1923 | Sees astrological prediction for him by Elsbeth Ebertin 
11/9/1923 | Failed putsch in Munich 
11/10/1923 | Arrested 
12/20/1924 | Released from prison 
2/27/1925 | Returns to public life 
7/18/1925 | First volume of Mein Kampf published 
9/17/1931 | His girlfriend, Geli, kills herself 
7/31/1932 | His Nazi party receives 37.3% of vote in elections 
1/15/1933 | Wins national election with 37.6% of the vote 
1/30/1933 | Become Chancellor of Germany 
11/25/1936 | Signs Berlin-Rome-Tokyo treaty 
9/1/1939 | Invasion of Poland 


In Hitler’s horoscope, which is illustrated at Figure 1, X is close to the 
rising degree; the antiscion of B falls conjunct the MC; the ) and \ are 
conjunct in %, a sign in which both are weak; ¥ and P are widely con- 
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junct in I, an aspect common to all born around this same time; and 
there is a triple conjunction of 9, the Ascendant ruler, with o” and the 
antiscion of %. This 2 ¢ o o % is particularly difficult. Clearly, the na- 
tive has experienced an extraordinary amount of tension in his life, and 
there are strong indications that he reacts negatively to such tension. He 
is an angry man, with a major chip on his shoulder. 

ASC-ruler in the git afflicted or not, is the well-known “causes own 
death” indicator. It doesn’t tell us when though. 


Figure 1: Adolf Hitler (Wulff rectification) 
6:03:27 PM MET (17:03:27 UT), 20 April 1889 
Braunau, Austria: 48N15, 13E03 


We decide to use Ross Harvey’s Life Span Revolution approach to 
fulfill our mission. As Ross will not be born until June 1949, details of 
how we obtained knowledge of his future discovery, a decade before his 
birth, cannot be discussed at this time; this information is classified. 

As Ross Harvey will eventually explain, “The premise of the Life 
Span Revolution is that the whole horoscope makes one complete revolu- 
tion—corresponding to the rotation of the earth in the twenty-four hours 
after birth—in both direct and converse motion during the course of 
one’s life, and that death ensues when the angles return to their original 
positions. The rate at which this happens has to be determined by corre- 
lating conjunctions of the direct and converse angles with the age at 
which major life-changing events occurred.” 
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Usually, when using Ross Harvey’s LSRev to identify the length of 
an individual’s life, as an initial step, we relate deaths in the family with 
the movement of angles to conjunct natal o’, For Hitler, however, this is 
a problem. The key deaths in his life, those of his mother, father and 
brother, all occurred before Hitler was nineteen years old, and we know 
that estimates of the LSRev rate associated with events in the first two 
decades of life can be misleading 

After much discussion, the group selected eight of the events that oc- 
curred in Hitler’s life after he passed the age of twenty. These are: 


1. The recent invasion of Poland on 1* September 1939, which 
should relate to aspects formed by the directed MC, and not by 
those formed by the moving Ascendant. 

2. Hitler becoming Chancellor of Germany on 30" January 1933, 
another directed MC event. 

3. The suicide of his girl friend, Geli, on 17" September 1931. 
Here, we can focus on conjunctions and oppositions to the di- 
rected Descendant. 

4. Publication of the best-selling Mein Kampf on 18" July 1925, an 
MC event. 

5. His arrest on 10 November 1923, following the previous day‘s 
failed Munich putsch. As this was a restraint of freedom, it in- 
volves the directed Ascendant. 

6. Being blinded by gas on 14" October 1918, an Ascendant event. 

7. Wounded in the thigh on 7" October 1916, a directed Ascendant 
event. 

8. Joining the German Army on 16" August 1914, an MC event. 


Table 2: RAMC when Planet/Point at the Angles 
(Sorted in RAMC sequence, within specific angle) 


Planet ¢ “| Planet °™ | Planet « As | Planet <° 4s 
| 23.45 x 17.59 | Me 2.25 $ | 125.02 
O} 2840 | 4s 18.50 % | 26.11 | O | 132.08 
o| 43.54 | D | 9651 | ¥ | 116.37] o | 153.35 
2 | 44.14 | 4 | 98.58 | 4s | 117.51 | 2 | 154.03 
¥ | 58.42 | & | 203.45 | D> | 215.41 | ¥ | 173.13 
P| 6242 | © | 20840 | & | 21739 | B | 178.16 
Q| 107.25 | & | 223.54 | ¥ | 282.28 | Q | 225.01 
Me | 117.51 | @ | 224.14 | © | 285.11 | Mc | 233.17 
> | 135.56 | ¥ | 23842 | ot | 294.13 | > | 245.40 
x | 197.59 | B | 242.42 | @ | 294.26 | X | 279.22 
4s | 198.50 | Q | 287.25 | ¥ | 304.11 | 4s | 279.49 
> | 276.51 | Me | 297.51 | B | 307.08 | > | 338.01 
4 | 278.58 | > | 315.56 | Q | 349.48 | 4 | 340.18 


11 


Gillman Hitler & the LSRev 


Table 2 was constructed before any event was examined. It lists the 
right ascension on the Midheaven (RAMC) when a particular planet or 
point is conjunct one of the four angles. As will be obvious, it is of great 
help in identifying the angular conjunctions that occur within specific 
age ranges. 

The RAMC values listed in Table 2 are Zodiacal conjunctions. Sev- 
eral software packages, including Solar Fire in its ‘Star Parans’ report, 
and Nova in its ‘Parans’ report, provide RAMC values for planets con- 
junct the different angles, but these are Mundane conjunctions not Zo- 
diacal. The difference between Mundane and Zodiacal conjunctions can 
be quite large, especially when a planet, as can occur with the ) or P, has 
much latitude. Details of the equations used to calculate the values in 
Table 2 are provided at the end of this article. 

Readers can also obtain these RAMC values from an appropriate Ta- 
ble of Houses, multiplying the appropriate Sidereal Time (ST) by 15 to 
obtain the RAMC. 


Event 1: Invasion of Poland on 1“ September 1939 

We begin with the recent invasion of Poland. We do so for purely 
practical reasons, Hitler’s life span must extend from this invasion—he 
was then 50 years and 5 months old—to sometime in the future. 

Hitler’s age = 50.39452 years. 

Were Hitler to die immediately the LSRev rate would be 360° + 50.4 
= 7.14° per year. In that case the angles would have circled completely 
around the circle and be back at their starting positions. 

Alternatively, Hitler could live to be 90, in which case the rate would 
be 360° + 90 =4° per year. Were this so, the RAMC at the time of Hit- 
ler’s invasion of Poland would be 50.39452 * 4° = 201° 35’. 

Hitler’s father, born 7" June 1837, died at age 65 years 7 months. We 
could take that life span as an initial estimate for Hitler. Due to the im- 
portance of our imaginary mission, we will instead work initially with 
the wider range. 

Begin by adding and subtracting the 90-year increment of 201° 35’ to 
and from the natal RAMC of 117°51’: 


Direct Converse 
RAMC RAMC 

117°51’ 477°51" 

+ 201935’ - 201935” 

=319°26 =276°16" 


As the act of invasion or going to war is a 7 house event, we can ig- 
nore conjunctions and oppositions made by the direct and converse MC 
and concentrate solely on those made by the direct and converse Ascen- 
dant and Descendant. 
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Refer to the column in Table 2 headed Planet ~ 4s. The direct As- 
cendant, starting at 319.26, has already passed P (RAMC = 307.08) and 
its next conjunction will be with the Q at 349.48. Thereafter, the directed 
Ascendant (crossing to the top of the same column) will conjunct the Mc 
(RAMC 2.25), % (26.11) and X (116.37) before reaching its natal posi- 
tion at 117.51. 

Similarly, for the directed Descendant, for which we use the column 
headed Planet .° 4s. Were Hitler to live to age 90, the directed Descen- 
dant of 319.26 would already have opposed the natal 4s (RAMC = 
279.49) but will still go on to conjunct the ) (338.01) and 4 (340.18). 

We repeat the same exercises using the converse RAMC as our entry 
into the same two columns of Table 2. Now, however, these being con- 
verse directions, we move in the opposite direction within each of the 
two columns. 

Using the Planet ~ 4s column, we see that the converse Ascendant 
will make two conjunctions, first ¢ 4 (217.39) and then o ) (215.41). 

Using the Planet .° 4s column, should Hitler live for up to 90 years, 
the converse Descendant will move to ¢ % (245.40), then o Mc (233.17), 
¢ Q (225.01), ¢ B (178.16), o ¥ (173.13), « 2 (154.03), ¢ o (153.35), o 
© (132.13) and finally o ¥ (125.02). 

Tables 3a and 3b list what we have learnt so far. 


Table 3a: Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
at time of Poland Invasion by Direct Motion 


Directed | Directed Arc Annual Length of 

Aspect RAMC RAMC - 117°51” Rate Life 
Arc/50.39452 360/Rate 

a b c d e 

As o QQ 349.48 231°57’ 4.60268° 78.215 yrs 
As o Mc 2.25 244°34" 4.85304° 74.180 yrs 
As oh 26.11 268°20° 5.32465° 67.610 yrs 
As o K 116.37 358°46" 7.11916° 50.568 yrs 
As & D 338.01 220°10° 4.36886° 82.401 yrs 
As & 340.18 222°27° 4.41417° 81.556 yrs 


In Table 3a, column ‘a’ lists the aspect made by the directed Ascen- 
dant and Descendant, they are expressed in terms of their conjunction or 
opposition to the Ascendant. Column ‘b’ lists the associated RAMC, 
taken from Table 2. The difference between this directed RAMC and the 
birth RAMC (117°51’) listed in column ‘c’ is the Arc over which the 
directed angle has traveled to this time. The annual rate given in column 
‘d’ is the Arc divided by Hitler’s age (50.39452 years). Finally, in col- 
umn ‘e’, Hitler’s life expectancy is the number of years it will take for 
the Annual Rate to sum to 360°. 
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Table 3b: Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
at time of Poland Invasion by Converse Motion 


Converse | Converse Are ‘Annual Length of Life 
Aspect | RAMC | 47751? -RAMC Rate 360/Rate 
Arc/50.39452 
a b c d e 
as o¥ | 217.40 260°11° 5,16293° 69.728 yrs 
Aso) | 215.46 262°05° 5.20063° 69.222 yrs 
4s P> | 245.41 232°10" 4.60698° 78.142 yrs 
As PMc | 233.19 244°32” 4.85238° 74.190 yrs 
As FQ | 225.03 225°48° 5.01642° 71.764 yrs 
As FR | 178.17 299°34° 5.94443° 60.561 yrs 
As PY | 173.14 304°37° 6.04464° 59.557 yrs 
As PQ | 154.03 323°48" 6.42530° 56.028 yrs 
As Pot | 153.35 324°16" 6.43456° 55.948 yrs 
As fO | 132.13 345°38" 6.85855° 52.489 yrs 
As &% | 125.02 352°49° 7.00109° $1,421 yrs 


There is a single calculation change in Table 3b from those of Table 
3a. It occurs in Column ‘c’. For converse directions, the RAMC must 
move backwards. 

In our imaginary situation, our employers would be overjoyed by the 
direct motion’s 4s ¢ X estimate, but it is much too soon to suggest that 
the German leader’s life will end in his current 51° year. 

Assuming we are correct that this Poland event involves the Ascen- 
dant and not the MC, it is unlikely that Hitler will get to be 90 years old. 
Based on this single event, the different estimates of his life span range 
from 50.6 to 82.4 years, with the range of likely LSRev rates going from 
4.3° to 7.1° per year. Using this abridged range will can slightly reduce 
computations for the second event we examine. 


Event 2: Wounded on 16 August 1914 
Age = 27.446575 years. 
Arcs: 4.3 * Age = 118° 01"; 7.1 * Age = 194° 52” 


Direct RAMC Converse RAMC 
4.3 °rate 7.1 °rate 4.3 °rate 7.1 °rate 
117°S1’ 117°S)’ 477° 51° 477°51" 
+118°01" = +1949 52” -118°O1’ = - 194° 52” 
= 235°52’ =312° 43° = 359°50° =282°59° 


This event again involves only the Ascendant and Descendant. Now 
we will range only from 235° up to 313° with the Direct RAMC, and 
from 360° back to 282° with Converse RAMC. See Tables 4a and 4b. 
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Table 4a Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
at time of his Thigh Wound by Direct Motion 


Directed | Direct ‘Are ‘Annual Length of 

Aspect RAMC | RAMC-117°S1" Rate Life 
Arc/27.446575 360/Rate 

a b c d € 

as o 3 282.28 164° 37° 5.99771° 60.023 yrs 
As oO 285.12 167° 21° 6.09730° 59.043 yrs 
As od 294.12 176° 21” 6.42521° 56.029 yrs 
As 2 294.25 176° 34° 6.43310° 55.961 yrs 
Aso ¥ 304.09 186° 18° 6.78773 ° 53.037 yrs 
As ¢B 307.06 189° 15° 6.89521 ° 52.210 yrs 
Ase > 245.41 127° 50” 4.65753 ° 77.294 yrs 
As f i 279.21 161° 30° 5.88416 ° 61.181 yrs 
As f As 279.48 161° 57” 5.90055 ° 61.011 yrs 


Table 4b: | Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
at time of his Thigh Wound by Converse Motion 


Converse | Converse Are Annual Length of 

Aspect RAMC | 477°51’-RAMC Rate Life 
Are/27.446575 360/Rate 

a b c d e 

As o QQ 349.47 128° 04° 4.66603 ° 77.153 yrs 
4s ¢P 307.06 170° 45° 6.22118 ° 57.867 yrs 
Aso! 304.09 173° 42” 6.32866 ° 56.884 yrs 
As 6 2 294.25 183° 26° 6.68329 ° 53.866 yrs 
Asad 294.12 183° 39° 6.69118 ° 53.802 yrs 
4s oO 285.12 192° 39° 7.01909 ° 51.289 yrs 
Ase 340.17 137° 34” 5.01216 ° 71.825 yrs 
asf D 338.03 139° 48" 5.09353 ° 70.678 yrs 


Direct 4s ¢ of is clearly appropriate for receiving a gunshot wound, 
especially as the Poland Invasion has Converse 4s »° o with a similar 
6.43° rate, again symbolically appropriate. Unfortunately, our imaginary 
employers are likely to require more evidence. 

The range can be further reduced, extending now from a rate of 4.6 to 
one of 7.0. It is tempting to eliminate some conjunctions as being 
unlikely indicators for this event. 4s » 2 would appear to be one such, 
but ¢ is the Ascendant ruler and a key significator of Hitler’s health, and 
it is conjunct both o and the % antiscion. 4s o° 4 could relate to subse- 
quent hospitalization, although I tend to doubt this. 
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Event 3: Becomes Chancellor of Germany on 30" January 1933 
Age = 43.780822 
Arcs: 4.6* Age = 201° 24’, 7.0* Age = 306° 28” 


Direct RAMC Converse RAMC 
4.6 °rate 7.0° rate 4.6 °rate 7.0° rate 
117°51’ 117°51" 477° 51° 477°51" 
+201°24" = + 306° 28” -201° 24’ = =- 306° 28” 
= 319° 15’ = 64°19" = 276° 27’ + =171° 23’ 


This event involves the directed MC. 


Table Sa Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
at time he became Chancellor by Direct Motion 


Direct Direct Arc Annual Length of 
Aspect RAMC | RAMC- Rate Life 
117°51” Arc/43.780822 | 360/Rate 
a b c d € 
Moo § 23.45 265° 54” 6.07344 ° 59.275 yrs 
Meo © 28.42 270° 51” 6.18650 ° 58.191 yrs 
Moo o! 43.54 286° 03° 6.53368 ° 55.099 yrs 
Ma Q 44.14 286° 23° 6.54130 ° 55.035 yrs 
Moo ¥ 58.42 300° 51’ 6.87173 ° 52.389 yrs 
Meo B 62.42 304° 51° 6.96308 ° 51.701 yrs 
Mc f° 17.59 260° 08° 5.94172 ° 60.589 yrs 
Mo o® Ag 18.50 260° 59° 5.96113 ° 60.391 yrs 


To retain the estimate of a length of life to age 78, indicated in Table 
5b by Converse Mc ¢ ), we must also accept Converse 4s o° * for Hit- 
ler’s Invasion of Poland. As the invasion was not the act of an uncertain, 
fearful person, which is how one would expect someone to be when the 
directed Ascendant comes to conjunct or oppose %, I tend to reject the 
idea that Hitler was experiencing Converse 4s 
o& » at that time. Therefore, Converse Mc o ) 
for becoming Chancellor may also be 
rejected. This further reduces the likely life 
expectancy to a range from 51.7 to 67, the 
LSRev rate ranging from 5.3 to 7.0. 

The favored rate of 6.4 remains very much 
in the running due to the Converse Mc o X. 
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Ascendant & Descendant to Hitler’s planets 
when he became Chancellor, by Converse Motion 


Converse | Converse Are ‘Annual Length of 
Aspect RAMC_ | 477°51’-RAMC Rate Life 
Are/43.780822 | 360/Rate 
a b c d e 
Meo 197.59 279°'52’ 6.39245 ° 56.316 yrs 
Me o As 198.50 279° 01’ 6.37303 ° 56.488 yrs 
Meo ) 276.54 200° 57’ 4.58991 ° 78.433 yrs 
Mo of ¥ 203.45 274° 06° 6.26073 ° 57.501 yrs 
Mc & © 208.42 269° 09° 6.14767 ° 58.559 yrs 
Me of o” 223.54 253° 57’ 5.80048 ° 62.064 yrs 
Moe 2 224.14 253°37’ 5.79287 ° 62.145 yrs 
Mc Pp ¥ 238.42 239° 09” 5.46244 ° 65.905 yrs 
Mee B 242.42 235° 09" 5.37107 ° 67.026 yrs 


Examination of Tables 6a and 6b on the next two pages shows that 
aspects to appropriate planets in the 55-56 year age-span identify all the 
eight events. This does not occur for any other single year or contiguous 
pairs or trios of years. Table 7 lists these aspects: 


Table 7: The Aspects that Identify Hitler’s Life Span 
Event Aspect | Direct or | Associated | Estimate of 

Converse Rate Life Span 

Invades Poland | 4s o° o | Converse | 6.43456 55.948 
As 2 | Converse | 6.42530 56.028 

Thigh wound Aso Q Direct 6.43310 55.961 
Asa ot Direct 6.42521 56.029 

Aso¥ | Converse | 6.32866 56.884 

Chancellor Meo 2 Direct 6.54130 55.035 
Mod Direct 6.53368 55.099 

Mco X | Converse | 6.39245 56.316 

Meco As | Converse | 6.37303 56.488 

Arrested As of Direct 6.43684 55.928 
Ase ) Direct 6.37077 56.508 

Into Army Mc % | Converse | 6.39398 56.303 
Blinded by gas | 4s¢B Direct 6.41966 56.078 
Aso ¥ Direct 6.31961 56.966 

AsO | Converse | 6.53441 55.093 

Geli suicide As PB | Converse | 6.45501 55.771 
Mein Kampf Mc eR | Converse | 6.48800 55.487 


TF 


Gillman Hitler & the LSRev 


All Eight Events 

Rather than continue to present detailed tables for each of the remaining 
five events, the appropriate aspects for these have been merged with 
those already identified. Tables 6a and 6b list each of the identified as- 
pects in Life Span sequence, aspects for Direct movement of the angles 
are distinguished from those obtained by Converse movement. 


Table 6a: Direct Aspects for Eight Events in Hitler’s life 


Associated Estimate 
Event Direct Rate of Life 
Aspect Span 
bd yrs 

Thigh wound Aso 6.78773 53.037 
Arrested Aso Q 6.71173 53.637 
Into Army Me PQ 6.69608 53.763 
Chancellor Meo Q 6.54130 55.035 
Chancellor Meo of 6.53368 55.099 
Arrested Ash 6.43684 55.928 
Thigh wound Aso? 6.43310 55.961 
Thigh wound Asoo! 6.42521 56.029 
Blinded by gas AsoR 6.41966 56.078 
Arrested Ash) 6.37077 56.508 
Into Army Meo y 6.36239 56.582 
Blinded by gas Aso ¥ 6.31961 56.966 
Into Army Meo) 6.27881 57.336 
Chancellor MoO 6.18650 58.191 
Thigh wound Aso O 6.09730 59.043 
Chancellor Meo 3 6.07344 59.275 
Blinded by gas Aso Q 5.98894 60.111 
Blinded by gas Asoo 5.98159 60.185 
Thigh wound Aso 3 5.99771 60.023 
Chancellor Moo As 5.96113 60.391 
Chancellor Moo K 5.94172 60.589 
Thigh wound As f As 5.90055 61.011 
Thigh wound As f 5.88416 61.181 
Geli suicide Ash 5.78168 62.266 
Blinded by gas Aso O 5.67522 63.434 
Blinded by gas Aso ¥ 5.58308 64.481 
Blinded by gas As & As 5.49320 65.536 
Blinded by gas As PK 5.47794 65.718 
Arrested Aso PR 3.47712 65.728 
Mein Kampf Me PH 5.46530 65.870 
Arrested Aso ¥ 5.39176 66.769 
Invades Poland Asa h 5.32465 67.610 
Geli suicide As o Mc 5.26959 68.317 
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Table 6b: Converse Aspects for Eight Events in Hitler’s life 
Associated | Estimate of 
Event Converse Rate Life Span 
Aspect > yrs 
Thigh wound Aso QO 7.01909 51.289 
Mein Kampf MPS 7.00671 51.379 
Invades Poland Ash ¥ 7.00109 51.421 
Geli suicide As fo" 6.98686 51.525 
Geli suicide As PD 6.97680 51.600 
Invades Poland As fO 6.85855 52.489 
Blinded by gas Asey 6.73169 53.478 
Arrested Ash > 6.71848 53.584 
Blinded by gas As f As 6.71643 53.600 
Thigh wound Asoo 6.69118 53.802 
Thigh wound Aso Q 6.68329 53.866 
Mein Kampf Mee ¥ 6.59836 54.559 
Geli suicide Ase ¥ 6.56382 54.846 
Blinded by gas AscO 6.53441 55.093 
Mein Kampf Mc PP 6.48800 55.487 
Geli suicide ase 6.45501 55.771 
Invades Poland Ashi oS 6.43456 55.948 
Invades Poland As PhD 6.42530 56.028 
Into Army Me f 6.39398 56.303 
Chancellor Meo 6.39245 56.316 
Chancellor Moo As 6.37303 56.488 
Thigh wound Aso ¥ 6.32866 56.884 
Chancellor Me PB 6.26073 57.501 
Blinded by gas Asad 6.22804 57.803 
Thigh wound AsoR 6.22118 57.867 
Blinded by gas Aso Q 6.22069 57.871 
Chancellor Mc PO 6.14767 58.559 
Invades Poland Ase ¥ 6.04464 59.557 
Invades Poland Ase B 5.94443 60.561 
Blinded by gas Aso? 5.89001 61.120 
Chancellor MPS 5.80048 62.064 
Chancellor Me PD 5.79287 62.145 
Blinded by gas Aso PR 5.78996 62.177 
Arrested As f K 5.74333 62.681 
Arrested As f As 5.73031 62.824 
Arrested Aso ¥ 5.65363 63.676 
Geli suicide Aso ) 5.64881 63.730 
Geli suicide Aso y 5.60643 64.212 
Arrested Aso O 5.57502 64.574 
Mein Kampf Meo D 5.54577 64.914 
Mein Kampf Meo y 5.48737 65.605 
Geli suicide As £Q 5.44771 66.083 
Arrested Asoo 5.31363 67.750 
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The average of the eighteen different estimates of the life span 
listed in Table 7 = 56.028 years 
or 56 years 0 months 10 days. 


Based on this we would expect Hitler’s life to end 
10 days after his 56" birthday 


Hitler celebrated his 56" birthday on 20" April 1945 
He committed suicide ten days later, on 30" April 1945 


It is important to note two things about this exercise. First, it was 
done exactly as if the imaginary situation did exist, that nothing more 
was known about Hitler after 1° September 1939. The same approach 
should enable readers wishing to do so to calculate the expected life 
spans of any live person for whom sufficient dated events have been pro- 
vided. Second, there has been no attempt at identifying and retaining 
only “appropriate aspects”. The converse direction 4s o° 2 for “Invades 
Poland” would have probably been eliminated had we retained only as- 
pects we believed were “appropriate”. Yet, that particular 4s »° 2 aspect 
exactly identifies the length of Hitler’s life. 


ERE WE in the imaginary position of being in 1939 and hav- 

ing to inform our employers just how long we predict Hitler 

will live, we would not want to be say “a few days after his 

56" birthday” just yet. We would need to first confirm this 
estimate. To do so, we will move the O around the 360° Zodiacal circle 
to see if this confirms our estimate for Hitler’s life span. 

We have estimated that Hitler will die when he is 56.028 years old, or 
thereabouts. Hence, we believe the correct annual rate for moving the 
RAMC is 360° + 56.028 = 6.425329° of right ascension per year. 

However, we do not move the O by this same LSRev rate. The Mid- 
heaven moves at a constant rate throughout the year; the O does not. To 
minimize the difficulties caused by the O’s variable daily motion, we 
will work in days rather than in longitude or right ascension. The O 
takes 365.25 days to move 360°, so the time rate is: 

1 year = 365.25 + 56.028 = 6.519062 days 
or 6 days 12 hours 18 minutes represents a year of Hitler’s life. 

We are now on very familiar ground. These are secondary progres- 

sions. Instead of 1 day = 1 year, we have 6.519062 days = 1 year. 


Example: To calculate the converse secondary for Hitler being wounded 
in the thigh on 7" October 1916. 
Age = 27.4466 years 
Arc = Age * 6.519062 = 178.9259241 days 
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= 178 days 22 hours 13 minutes. 
Birth — Arc = 6:03 PM, 20° April 1889 — Arc 
= 7:50 PM, 23 October 1888 


Figure 2 is the chart for this time, set for Hitler’s birthplace. 

Hitler was employed as a messenger, running messages between dif- 
ferent sections of the German front line. At the Battle of the Somme he 
was sleeping with the other messengers in a sitting position in a narrow 
tunnel leading to regimental headquarters. A shell exploded near the 
narrow entrance, knocking the messengers into a heap. Hitler was hit in 
the thigh. He tried to argue that he should remain at the front, but instead 
he was evacuated to a field hospital. His wound, at first, was not serious 
but in the ward he suffered a curious shock, one that made him collapse 
from “fright.” It came as he lay on his cot and suddenly heard the voice 
of a German woman, a nurse, for the first time in two years. 

Converse O at 0°48’ Tl opposes his natal O at 0°46’ 0. We never 
experience © .* natal O by the usual secondaries, but can begin to un- 
derstand how it might manifest from our knowledge of what often occurs 
when transit O opposes natal ©. That is often a time when we are op- 
posed by others and experience failure, a time when we feel discouraged, 
tense and easily fatigued. 

The progressed Ascendant ruler, %, is on the 6" Regiomonatus cusp. 
ASC-ruler in 6" is a frequent indicator of ill health. 

The dispositor of both the O and § is o’, who closely opposes the As- 
cendant—Hitler can expect to be personally attacked and is in danger of 
being harmed in warfare at this time. 

Hitler was wounded in the thigh. \, ruler of the 7", is in the 6", in %, 
the sign we associate with the thighs. 

The shock of hearing the nurse’s voice may be related to the 12” 
house ) in IJ, at the antiscion of his natal Q and aspecting ¥ on the 6” 
cusp. 


Another example: To calculate the converse secondary for Hitler being 
blinded by gas on 14 October 1918. 
Age = 29.4849 years 
Arce = Age * 6.519062 = 192.2140867 = 192 days 5 hours 8 minutes. 
Birth — Arc = 12:55 PM on 10" October 1888. 

Figure 3 is the chart for this time, set for Hitler’s birthplace. 

Hitler would recover his eyesight only to lose it again on 9" Novem- 
ber, upon learning that Germany was going to surrender. A few days 
later, he would hear voices and see a vision. At the end of November he 
was discharged from hospital as “fit for field service” since he “no longer 
complained of anything but a burning of the membrane.” Hitler later 
testified in court that he could only make out the largest headlines in a 
newspaper and feared he might never read another book. 
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Progressed © is exactly conjunct progressed X, this pair closely sex- 
tile to the Ascendant ruler, the 8" house », and to the MC-ruler, ’ in the 
12" with the D. 

There is also a close § ¢ 2 in Tl, with the midpoint of -¢ and O-X 
falling close to 0° Tl, thus opposing Hitler’s natal O. 


Figure 2: Converse LSRev Secondary to Hitler being Wounded 
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7:50 PM MET, 23 October 1888 
Braunau, Austria: 48N15, 13E03 


O o X by standard progressions often indicates a time of change, it 
can be a period of illumination—hence Hitler’s vision. By standard day- 
for-a-year secondaries this is not a common aspect, but for these LSRev- 
secondaries it is. Everyone will experience O o X¥ by LSRev-progression 
twice in their lifetime, once by moving the O forward around the circle 
and another time by moving it in a converse direction. That this O o ¥ 
was of major importance for Hitler—his vision stimulated him to begin 
his political career—is doubtless due to the involvement of § and @ with 
the O and X, and the influence these four progressed bodies coming out 
through Hitler’s natal O. 

The actual gassing is due to the close aspect ¥ makes to the rising de- 
gree, from the equal-house 6" cusp. 

These two LSRev secondaries confirm the life span previously found 
by the primary movement of the angles. When this occurs, we can be 
confident that we have identified the correct life span. 


22 


Considerations XVIII: 1 


Figure 3: Converse LSRev Secondary to Hitler being Gassed 


12:55 PM MET, 10" October 1888 
Braunau, Austria: 48N15, 13E03 


APPENDIX 
To calculate the Zodiacal conjunction of a planet with an angle 
1. For planet conjunct MC, RAMC = arctan (tan L * cos E) 
where L = longitude of planet and E = Obliquity of the Ecliptic. 


E = 23.4523° — (0.013 * T), where T is in fractions of a century from 1* January 
1900 (positive after 1900, negative before). 


2. For planet conjunct IC, RAMC(IC) = RAMC + 180 

3. For planet conjunct Ascendant, RAMC = RAH - X. 

where RAH = RA of Ascendant = arctan (tan L * cos E), as above, 

and X = arccos (- tan @* tan E * sin RAH), = geographic latitude 

4. For planet conjunct Descendant, use step 3 with RAH = RAH + 180. 
Example, to find RAMC when © < the four angles in Hitler’s chart. 
For O eMC: 


L=0° 47’ 3 =30° 47" 
E= 23.4523° — 0.13 * [(1/1/1900 — 4/20/1889) + 100] 
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E = 23.4523° - (0.13 * 10.71/100) = 23.4384° 
RAMC (O ¢ MC) = arctan(0.59572545 * 0.9174883) = 28.65974 = 28°40” 


For O &MC: 
RAMC (O o&° MC) = 28°40" + 180 = 208°40° 


For O «ASC: 

6 = 48N15 = 48.25 

RAH = 28.65974 

X =arcos (-1.12040534 * 0.43353458 * 0.47960704) = 103.4715 
RAMC (O o ASC) = 28.65974 — 103.4715 = -74.81176 = 285° 11” 


For O ASC: 

RAH = 208.65974 

X = arcos ((-1.12040534 * 0.43353458 * -0.47960704) = 76.5285 
RAMC (© o ASC) = 208.65974 — 76.5285 = 132.13124 = 132°08’ 


Hitler's Attack on Russia 


ALEXANDER MARR 


IXTY-ONE years ago, on June 22 1941, the German armies 
invaded Soviet Russia. Adolf Hitler's attack was one of the 
most perfidious political deeds in the history of mankind. 
Previously, in August 1939, Russia and Germany had 
concluded a non aggression pact. His belief in this pact caused 
Josef Stalin, Russia's cruel dictator, to ignore Winston Churchill's 
warnings of an impending German invasion. Even after the 
German armies had crossed into Russia, Stalin continued to believe the 
whole thing was a mistake, that the advance would be halted, and he 
would not allow an immediate counter-attack. 

The writer was then responsible for deciphering Russian codes at the 
German High Command in East Prussia. He clearly remembers the al- 
most incredible losses the Soviet Army suffered during the initial weeks 
of the campaign. 


The rectified chart of Soviet Russia at Figure 1 plainly indicates 
this attack, as it does other events in the life of the USSR. 
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2 vera 1 t 


Figure 1: 
7:00:02 PM GMT, 8 November 1917, Moscow 


This radix best suits the turbulent period the Bolsheviks experienced 
in the initial years of their dictatorship. It is therefore remarkable that it 
lasted as long as it did, to the Summit Conference of 8" December 1987. 

The Ascendant in 6°11' Q is closely connected to ¥, which 
rises within 1°, and to the fixed star South Asellus. 


Oblique 

Ascension 
Ascendant 92°42" 
PS 94°32' 


South Asellus 94°49' 


South Asellus, a fixed star of the third magnitude, has shown its 
effectiveness in several horoscopes analyzed by the writer. Its 
potency appears to be due to its lack of latitude, 0°04' North. In 
personal horoscopes, especially when o ¥ and the Ascendant (as it is here), 
it has been associated with gas poisoning and with fatal infectious disease 
(horoscopes of 1917-1919). 

As you can see, the Soviet state of the Bolsheviks was obviously not 
born under a lucky star. 

The most negative aspect is perhaps the close square from the O to 
%. This afflicted © (head of state) is located within 1° of the 5 
Topocentric cusp and hence opposing the 11" cusp. It indicates the 
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cruel and unjust executions of loyal Communists during those years 
when Josef Stalin eliminated his best friends and former supporters. 

% is closely connected with the O-% aspect. Its square to the cusp of 
the 2™ house (orb 16') relates to the poor living conditions of the 
Soviet population. This is confirmed by », located in the 1* house, 
being close to the 2** cusp. 

\, is the most elevated planet in the chart. In I 
it is in its detriment, and it is closely squared by 
the ). Our experience is that 4 in its detriment can 
be associated with the perversion of law. In 
Communist Russia the population, represented 
by the ), suffered terribly because of this. 

Several million Russians were executed or 
sentenced to hard labor in concentration camps, 
from which few returned. 

Soviet Russia is a country that had to endure extreme suffering from 
war. The number of casualties in the civil wars, from 1917 to 1922, is 
unknown. It has been estimated that 13-million military and 7-million 
civilians died during the World War II. Although the wars in which 
the USSR has been involved have all been cruel and involved great 
suffering, they all ended in victory. This is because of the close 
harmonious aspect-pattern involving @ (at the 6" cusp), o and P (at 
the 12" cusp). 

Because of its angularity, ¥ is the dominant planet in the chart of the 
USSR. It gave a special slant to the character of the nation. The state has 
always been suspicious of other countries, of other people, and has 
controlled all communication systems with foreign countries. The 
expectation that all foreign visitors 
were spies is, or was before 
Gorbachev, a well known paranoia 
of the Soviet State. The authorities’ 
mistrust of their own people and the 
denunciations of fellow-citizens to 
the police are also characteristic of 
¥ on the Ascendant. 
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The German invasion of Russia occurred at 2:30 AM UT on 22™ June 
1941. The following primary and secondary directions were present: 


Primary and Secondary Directions’ 
The appropriate symbolism 


for these directions: Directed Aspecting Orb 
12" cusp = danger, Kod a As exact 
treachery; Koc > 12" cusp 1? 
9" cusp = foreign So re | Ze PA 
country; 12° cusp c ap) V 
X = unexpected; D> ¢ | £8" cusp s 
o = war. Kod 9" cusp 5} 


The Pre-Natal Lunar Eclipse (see Figure 2) 
It has been found in practice that Solar and Lunar Eclipses are also 
effective if their operational date is a few days after the actual event. 21* 
March 1894 = 28" June 1941. 

This Eclipse is within 2° of the radical MC-IC axis. ¥ and P are very 
important here: 


RAMC | 69°24' 
¥RA_ | 69°39" 
BRA | 68°57' 


¥ is close to the MC both in longitude (orb 1') and in right ascension 
(orb 15'). B at 8°58’ TI is conjunct natal 4, 9°05' . 

The effectiveness of an eclipse can be judged in terms of the 
following (listed in order of their importance): 


Eclipse conjunct natal angles 

Eclipse conjunct natal luminaries 

Eclipse conjunct natal planets 

Transit planets in major aspect to natal angles 

Transit planets in major aspect to other factors in radix. 


ween 


' Primary Directions in the Topocentric system. The Naibod Key of 59'08.33" 
per year is used for Primaries. d= direct, c = converse. In Secondaries, the Solar Arc 
in Right Ascension is used to direct the angles and house cusps. pro = progressed, re 
= regressed. For more details see the writer's Prediction 11. 


27 


Marr: Hitler’s Attack on Russia 


Figure 2: Pre-Natal Lunar Eclipse 
2:11 PM UT, 21* March 1894,(= 28" June 1941), Moscow 


In Figure 3, the Precessed Lunar Return? of June 1941, ¥ is high in 
the sky, conjunct the MC. X is at the Descendant. O 0 o’ (orb 6'). 


RAMC 172933’ 
YRA 175°50° 
X set (+90°) 175°51” 


This is a Paran or mundane square, ¥ and X being simultaneously 
angular (orb 1'). Another close Paran exists between o’ and »: 


> set (+90°) 164°21' 
o& RA (-180°) 164°00' 


The corresponding Prenatal Precessed Lunar occurred at 5:54:15 AM 
UT, on 16" April 1894, the equivalent of 2™ June 1941. At that time, 2 and 
o&, symbolizing war, are high in the sky, on either side of the MC, their 
midpoint. o is opposite natal ». 


? Precessed Lunar Returns are explained in detail in the writer's Prediction using 
Common and Prenatal Cycles. 
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_ 2K 
Figure 3: Precessed Lunar Return 
7:16:26 PM LMT (10:16:26 pm UT), 2° June 1941; Moscow 


Let’s Consider 


Jodi Cantor writes: 

I enjoy Considerations. However, I noticed that in the footnote to her horary 
chart Ms. Krengel misquoted from John Frawley's The Real Astrology Applied. 
He doesn't classify the bit on the side as a 5” house matter. As written in 
paragraphs two and three from page 172 of The Real Astrology Applied, he 
clearly places the "bit" in the 7" and what you do with the "bit" in the 5". 

Frawley writes: "The seventh house of the chart is the house of the marriage 
partner. But what about the person with whom we are involved, but who is not 
our spouse? The late-Victorian and Edwardian writers whose works dominated 
astrology throughout most of the last century threw up their hands in horror at 
such naughtiness and packed its perpetrators off to the fifth house. The seventh 
was far too dignified a place for them! The more straitlaced of their followers 
have tended to follow suit: seventh for formal relationships; fifth for the bit on 
the side. But this misses the essential point of discrimination between the two 
houses. As so often, we are required to think clearly about the distinction 
between an object and the function of that object. 

“To put this in a less mechanical way, we must never forget that even the 
cads and jezebels who tread the primrose path of dalliance are still people. As 
such, they are deserving of being given the seventh house. It is what we do with 
them that goes into the fifth: the eating out; the trips to the cinema; the sex. 
This is the dividing line: person seventh, activity fifth...” —Brooklyn, NY 
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Elaine Krengel responds: 

Jodi Cantor is absolutely correct. Yes, to my dismay, I did misquote John Fraw- 
ley in the footnote to my article in Considerations Vol. XV11 No. 4. And her 
letter above correctly presents the pertinent section of his text. 

In the footnote I said, The 5" is the house of a "bit on the side", from which 
it's easy to infer I used the husband's 5" as noun (the other woman) rather than 
verb (his activity with her). And my ambiguous language in writing about 
and © contributed to the inference. 

LT assigned the woman to the 3“ house because Querent suspected a neighbor 
woman—I said this in my judgment, but not clearly enough. She also named the 
woman and indicated they'd previously been good friends, having raised their 
children in close proximity. So, the 11" could also have worked for the other 
woman. But I remember how I reached my conclusion: I saw that o” repre- 
sented both husband and neighbor woman; that o” was located in the husband's 
5" house, together with O; that they were in mutual reception; and, I automati- 
cally read the pair as husband and neighbor woman, thereby mixing up the sig- 
nificators. It was inadvertent at first. Later, noting that © is Almuten of the 7” 
and could signify the husband, leaving o’ for the neighbor woman, I saw no need 
to change my conclusion and neglected to clarify it. 

In fact it doesn't matter whether the husband conjoined the neighbor woman. 
It only matters that Querent thinks he did. And I wasn't asked to confirm it. 

Now there might come a time when one of us is asked to confirm a suspi- 
cion, so it's important we try to figure out, in advance, how to get it right. It is 
not the husband's 7" we look to, for that brings us back to the Ascendant, which 
of course belongs to the querent. The same problem extends to the radical 7". It 
just won't work to have the 7 ruler signify both querent's husband and his lover. 

John Frawley makes this same point on page 172 where he says, "This is 
where the understanding of reception becomes so important, as it shows us ex- 
actly what the querent is thinking and feeling, and so enables us to identify 
whether it is lover or spouse who is shown by Lord 7, and then which planet 
shows the other of the two." (But note it's not our potential querent's thoughts 
and feelings we need to see, it's those of querent's spouse.) 

On the other hand, Wm. Lilly more closely examines the 7th house itself, 
and 7" ruler's aspects with other planets. He spends four pages of Christian 
Astrology (pp 312- 316) telling us how to judge men's questions about woman's 
chastity and/or fidelity, which is from the quesited woman's house, that is, gen- 
erally the radical 7°. Near the end of his discourse and almost as an after- 
thought, he says, "after the same manner you may judge of the man when the 
woman propounds the question". But two sentences later he says, "for the man, 
have recourse to the 11" house". How’s that for clarity? 

Is there a solution to this conundrum posed by other women? In my question 
she belonged to 3°. She could have belonged to 11". Depending on informa- 
tion provided by a querent we could possibly give her to the 12" as unnamed 
enemy, or to the 9" as a foreigner, to the 6" as employee, etc. Personally, I 
would rather try to connect her to any house other than the 1° or 7. 

Thank you Jodi Cantor, for your careful reading of my article. 

—River Falls, Wisconsin 
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Sylvia Jean Smith writes: 

Iread Bob Makransky’s article in Considerations, “On War,” and found it quite 
fascinating and thought-provoking. I had considerable difficulty re-producing 
charts, as places of origin were not mentioned. 

Certainly, the ancients and Lilly may not have considered the eclipse prior to 
events as we do today, nor in my estimation does it appear that Hitler's astro- 
logical advisors did either. In recent years, many astrologers do pay attention to 
eclipses, but more so to Solar eclipses. If I was planning to begin an endeavor, 
and wanted it to be a "leading-edge" business, I would look very carefully at the 
eclipse that occurs prior to launching my business. 

I will use the example of Germany invades Poland: This essentially was the 
beginning of World War II, as Britain & France, having guaranteed Polish inde- 
pendence, declared war on Germany. Using the rules of Lilly that Bob 
Makransky outlines in his article (pages 3-5), and following his application of 
these rules to the chart of Germany invades Poland (September 1, 1939, 4:45 
PM CET, 53N35 17E29), Bob concludes "the favorable testimonies for Ger- 
many seem pretty strong—but it’s a hard call." 

I am aware that the ancients followed eclipses, and as Ken Gillman pointed 
out to me, "the astrologer should ensure an eclipse, either immediately before or 
following the proposed event, did not fall on the angles or the election’s main 
significators else it could ruin what was proposed." I would suggest that this 
event was ruined because other factors of the eclipse that occurred prior to this 
event were not taken into consideration. It is true, the Total Lunar eclipse of 
May 3, 1939 at 12°15” Tl, which was the last eclipse to occur before Germany 
invaded Poland, did not occur on the angles; but Lilly also states "any planet in 
the 10, 11, 12, 1, 2, 3, is conceived a friend to the querent. So all planets in 9, 8, 
7, 6, 5,4 are reputed for the quesited.” 

This total Lunar eclipse however, did fall in the 3“ house of the Germany- 
invades-Poland event chart, indicating that this event would be carried out in the 
Europe’s general backyard. However, the ruler of this eclipse is an energized, 
fast-moving exalted Mars in Capricorn, about to go out-of-bounds, and this 
strength falls in the Sth House of the event chart. So there is this unknown (to 
Lilly) factor added to the allies’ side of the chart. Mars in the event chart is out- 
of-bounds (26839 by declination), is now in direct motion, having just turned 
direct on August 24, 1939, so is very strong (and exalted) in Capricorn, and 
rules (disposes) the Moon and Jupiter, the descendant ruler (the quesited). 

This indicates to me the eventual defeat of the querent—but by Lilly’s rules 
of the day, an unknown factor. 

In my forthcoming book on Eclipses & The Pre-Birth Eclipse, I will illus- 
trate what the testing has shown and demonstrate the methods that I have fol- 
lowed. Meanwhile, I wondered whether the eclipses might have added any 
weight to Lilly’s Rules of War and Bob's interpretations. 

—Toronto, Canada 
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Will Sophie Go to France Next Week? 


RUTH BAKER p.t.astrol, @.H.P. 


Y VERY CLOSE friend Sophie had telephoned me the evening 

before I drew this chart to tell me her long-stay visit to ger sec- 

‘@( ond home in France had been called off because of the French 

blockade. She and her husband had been all ready to set off 

early the next morning and had packed their Range Rover full of all sorts 

of equipment and food, etc., so naturally she hoped that they would not 

be held up for long. Because she was in such a state and had recently 

been ill, I was worried about her during the night and drew this chart first 
thing the next day. 


Will Sophie go to France next week? 
6:16 AM GMT, 8" September 2000: 51N48, 1E09 


There is planetary hour agreement as the hour ruler, 2, rules the day 
triplicity of the ascending sign of 7. The ascendant ruler, ¥, in the term 
of , describes me accurately as thin and dark, which helps to validate 
the chart. % peregrine in the 1“ house, shows my concern. 

Sophie, my friend, is signified by the 11™ house ruler, the O, excep- 
tionally weak and peregrine in her 2° house of moveable goods, showing 
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her worry about the situation and all the things she had packed into her 
car. 

Her destination is represented by the turned 7"-house ruler, ».’ * is 
stationary, turning retrograde, in the radical 9" house of long distance 
travel, reflecting the delay and frustration connected with this journey. 
The ), which shows past and future events, separates from a square to 2 
who rules the radical 9" house, which is the 11" of Sophie’s hopes. The 
square aspect shows the recent blockage of her travel plans. The ) is in 
her 6" house of illness and close to the unfortunate 03, reflecting her 
weakened state of health. 

Will she be able to travel next week? I took it as a good sign that the 
) applied closely to a trine aspect with the O, Sophie’s significator, and 
carries light to the © from Q, ruler of the radical 9" house. The fortunate 
star Ascella is conjunct the natural significator of travelers, the ). 

The natural ruler of France is o’,° posited in Sophie’s 1* house. o is 
strong, as is the 9” ruler, 9. With o” and @ being so strong and the ) an- 
gular and in close trine aspect with the O, I was sure that Sophie would 
be able to travel very soon. 

On Monday, 11" September, Sophie phoned to tell me that the block- 
ade was off and that she and her husband were going to France that 
Wednesday, 13" September—five days after the question was asked. I 
was not happy to see the 7"-ruler % on Algol, especially as was about 
to turn retrograde. That signified trouble and delay when Sophie arrived 
in France and I anxiously awaited a letter from her. It turned out that 
they had many setbacks and frustrations en route, but had at least arrived 
at the home safely. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term 
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' Christian Astrology, p. 212. 
? Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, p. 135. 
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Courting Justice 


BARBARA KOVAL 


Jf WO TRIALS made headlines 
SY within a few weeks of each other 
S! late in 1991: the Senate Hearing on 
/) Anita Hill's charge of sexual har- 
assment against Supreme Court nominee, 
Clarence Thomas, and the rape trial of Wil- 
liam Kennedy Smith. Even a cursory 
glance at either chart indicated victory for 
the defendants. As an astrologer, you might 
have told Clarence Thomas not to worry and 
Smith's attorney the same. But what would 
you tell Anita Hill or the Smith's prosecu- 
tor, Moira Lasch? "Drop the case. It's 
hopeless.” Simple horary rules and as- 
signments promote an attitude of hopeless 
fate; fine, if you have control over the time 
of the activity. Proper strategy and advice, 
the real value of an astrologer in situations 
where somebody else sets the timing or 
the choice, require a fuller understanding 
of the House assignments for a court and 
trial. 

First, the court system in the United States 
is an adversary system. Many traditional 
horary rules evolved in the context of 
a king who doled out justice as he saw it. A 
sort of jury system evolved in the Tenth Cen- 
tury—long after many of the fundamental 
tules of astrology were codified and set. 

Second, there are two types of court 
activity: criminal prosecution and civil ac- 
tion. The assignments are fundamentally the 
same, though the people assigned with a 
given House change. 
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Table 1: House Significations in Court Activity 


House Signification 


1" | The person or event that starts the activity. The prosecu- 
tor; the crime; the charge; the plaintiff, the victim. 


2 The materials in evidence. State's evidence; evidence and 
property of the plaintiff. 


34 | Testimony. Witnesses for the prosecution; witnesses for 
the plaintiff. The court records; the court reporter. 


4 | The location and the outcome. The Courtroom; the 
charge; the scene of the crime; the Sentence. 


5” | The Judge. 


6” | The Work. The Prosecutor's case, cross examination 
and summation; the police; the plaintiff's case, summation 
and cross-examination. 


7" _| The Defendant. The accused and the defense attorneys. 


8" | Defense evidence, property of the defendant. 


9” | The Law. Statutes and common law. Defense witnesses. 


10% | The Verdict. The plea, the outcome for the defendant, 
the judge in a non-jury trial. 


11" _| The Jury. Bail, Grand Jury indictments. 


12" | The defendant's case and summation. Pretrial motions and 
Incarceration. 


If we take a round of houses from the perspective of the defendant, 
to complete twelve houses from the 7", we get: 

1°: The alleged victim—prosecutor. 

2"*: Defendant's propensity for violence and crime. 

3“: Defendant's understanding of the law, his ability to distin- 
guish right from wrong. 

4": Defendant's recollection of the crime. 

5”: Defendant's conscience. 

6": Self-incrimination. 

While some of the following assignments are arguable, they re- 
flect the adversarial nature of the system: 

I or 7": prosecutor/defense; plaintiff/defendant. 

2" or 8": evidence for the prosecution; evidence for the defense. 

3"? or 9": testimony for the prosecution; testimony for the defense. 

4" or 10”: sentence and verdict; charge and plea. 

5” or 11”: judge and jury. 

6" or 12": arrest and incarceration; case for the prosecution; case 
for the defense. 
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Some might quibble with the Judge as the 5 house. If we were de- 
lineating a horary chart for the defendant, for instance, we might place 
the verdict in the 10" and the judge in the 9", the prosecutor in the 7" 
and the defense attorneys in the 5" (as his or her support in com- 
plying with the law). The 6” would be the police; and the evi- 
dence and testimony houses would be reversed—the evidence the 
2™. the prosecution's evidence the 8". The jury would remain the 
11" and the possibility of incarceration, the 12". The great prob- 
lem in astrological interpretation is the lack of fixed assignments 
for any given symbol. One must understand the nature of the event, 
question, or person in order to know how to assign. 

Let's examine this further. 

Houses attached to the court: 1%, prosecutor; 2° and 3%, 
state's evidence and witnesses, court reporter and clerk; 4", court 
house; 5", judge; and 6", police. 

Houses with respect to things outside the court: 7", defen- 
dant and defense attorneys; 8" and 9", testimony and evidence for 
the defense; 10", the plea, the authority of the state, public opin- 
ion; 11", the jury; and 12", the jail. All of these function independ- 
ently of any particular court situation. The judge is part of the court, 
not someone who visits the court or controls the system from outside. 

The triad of the Law: T-1", prosecutor; Q-5", judge; 7-9", 
the law. The judge is the arbiter of the state's case and activity rela- 
tive to the law. Judge and law keep the prosecution in balance. The 
original judges were kings and lords of the manor, thus QQ is a natural 
to signify the judge, the controlling dynamic authority in a court case. 

The triad of people and information: [I-3", witnesses; =-7", 
the defendant and defense attorneys; #-11", jury, the evalua- 
tors of the witnesses and the defendant. Essentially, a jury is a 
mechanism for evaluating not only guilt or innocence, but commu- 
nity tolerance. In the Tenth Century, if an accused, innocent or 
guilty, could find twelve people who would vouch for him as be- 
ing no threat to the community, he would be set free. #* is a sign 
both of custom and of breaking with custom. If we consider the 
judge as the 5" house, then the jury becomes the primary judge of 
the defense case. In practice, this is exactly how it works out. 

The triad of Earth: the proof, the physical evidence. 6-2", 
the physical evidence; Il-6", the gathering of the evidence by the 
police, the summation of the prosecutor, the state's version of 
proof, 4-10", whether the proof is convincing, the verdict. 

The triad of Water: time and doubt. &-4", the crime scene, 
now changed by the passage of time; Tl-8", evidence withheld by 
the defense, evidence to cast doubt on the facts; 1-12", the creation of 
sympathy and confusion to achieve a "reasonable doubt." And, of course, the 
appeals that can go on indefinitely—at the discretion of the defense. 
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In the normal situation, we can see the natural progress of any trial or 
hearing. The prosecutor/T is seen as threatening and not very likable. 
His or her evidence must be materially impeccable; his witnesses 
accurate as to detail and believable. The court rarely visits the scene 
of the crime, which represents past history, @, though the prosecu- 
tor must he able to reconstruct past history in order to lay a 
foundation for his case. The judge is the authority, 2, in the court- 
room and the arbiter of the law, an officer of the state and the court, as 
is the prosecutor. The case for the prosecution, I, its work, is 
gathered by the police and must be detailed and impeccable in its 
presentation. TJ represents the burden of material and undeniable 
proof that is laid upon the prosecution and the state. 

The defendant, ~, is presumed innocent. His or her motivation 
is either to withhold evidence if guilty, Tl, or at least counterattack with 
evidence more persuasive and convincing—not necessarily more 
accurate and incontrovertible. His witnesses must vouch for his 
alignment with the law, “, not necessarily their observation of the 
alleged crime. His plea, 4, is built around reconstructing a reality that 
is more convincing than the speculation of the prosecution as to the 
scene and activity of the crime. The 4" is the prosecution's version 
of how the crime took place. The defendant knows more facts of 
the crime, because he was there. His greatest plea is towards the 
jury, those who pass judgment on him, #*, and the community stan- 
dards that can fortify the government's standards or break them. And 
finally, 1, the appeal for mercy and doubt, to enhance the case for the 
defense. 

Let's look at our two famous cases for what they can tell us; not 
about the outcome, that is obvious. One look at the angles of the 
William Smith or the Clarence Thomas trial and you can make the 
judgment that each will win. The key point, from a strategy/analysis 
angle, is what can you do to turn the fickle hand of fate. 


William Kennedy Smith 


STROLOGICALLY, this case is simpler than many 
because T, the natural Ascendant is rising, so we do not 
have to deal with the complexities of Signs being on Houses 
they do not rule. 

1*-T: the prosecutor. Moira Lasch was not particularly well liked. 
Her presentation was very matter of fact, somewhat legalistic, and uni- 
maginative. Normally T, ruled by a o& in ~, would be dynamic and 
even histrionic. In this case, & is combust. His fire is hidden behind 
the ©. o in the 8" house is in trouble, and in danger of presenting a 
case that fortifies the defense's evidence. 

2™_t3, the evidence for the case is under the control of the defense, 2 
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in ~ in the 7". =, an insubstantial talking Air sign, bespeaks little ma- 
terial evidence. The strongest material evidence was Smith's sperm, 
obviously in continual possession of himself (2 in 7"). That evidence 
was accurate and undeniable. 

3"¢_][; ¥ is retrograde in the 9", and in mutual reception with \. 
The prosecution's testimony is inaccurate or incomplete. It will be 
used to bolster the testimony of defense witnesses and will undermine 
the prosecutor's case. The prosecutor was barred from introducing 
witnesses who could testify to Smith's previous similar behavior and 
from presenting any testimony as to a cover-up by the Kennedy 
family. Anne Mercer, the chief prosecution witness, was discredited 
because she had received money for television interviews. The al- 
leged victim could not remember many of the details of the evening. All 
of which the defense was able to use to its advantage to bolster its own 
witnesses and case. 

4". the scene of the crime was a family home by the water. 
The ) in an early degree of Tl indicates that all the information 
about the activity on the scene of the crime would not be fully known. 
The ) in Tl suggests the nature of the crime: a woman overcome and 
raped. 


Start of the William Kennedy Smith rape trial. 
2:07 PM EST, 2™ December 1991. 26N43 80W02. 


5"_Q: Judge Lupo was quite leonine in her conduct of the trial. 
Her own ego was obvious in her decision to make sure the trial would 
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never have to be retried because of anything she did. In short, she was 
more concerned with her own reputation than that of the law: O 0 4. 
She made sure she kept the prosecutor under her control and under her 
thumb, o combust, and she served the testimony for the defense. 
also fits Judge Lupo's extended preachment at the end of the trial for 
the sake of the cameras. ¥ can also be considered combust, another 
indicator of the judge sitting on the testimony for the defense and un- 
dermining or hiding the prosecutor's case (% rules the 6"). 

6"11: in line with inadequate testimony, Moira Lasch failed to call 
either the policewoman who first handled the case or the victim's 
mother to testify until after her summation. She never called the rape 
crisis counselor the victim had first called. Although her summation 
was very well organized and presented, convincing but unexciting, 
neither in it nor in her rebuttal did she address the jury's main 
concern: the gaps in the victim's memory. 

7x: the defense had the balance of judgment right from the 
start. Kennedy was portrayed, even by the victim, as a real nice 
guy. The chief lawyer for the defense, Roy Black, was low key, 
kind, and smooth. The tragedies of the Kennedy family played a large 
part in creating sympathy for the defendant, who showed little 
emotion and plenty of equanimity throughout the trial. In a 
horary the ) is considered the jury. ) in the 8" definitely places 
the jury on the defendant's side. The defense and the defense lawyers 
control the evidence, the sense of the crime, and the jury. 
They also dominate all of the women involved: and the ). 

sl; P and o’, both lawbreaking planets, suggest evidence was 
withheld or destroyed. Property of the defendant's family was 
taken, the photograph, urn, and legal pad. The judge also sup- 
pressed evidence of the "alleged victim's" sexual history, indeed 
of all sexual history on both sides. The defense capitalized, actu- 
ally, on the lack of evidence, and put what there was under intense 
scrutiny by experts. In other words, they took somebody else's physi- 
cal evidence and turned it to their own advantage. There were no 
grass stains or tears on the victim's clothing, therefore, no rape took 
place. 

92: the defense testimony consisted primarily of experts and 
academics, the same kind of inaccurate or incomplete testimony 
as the more personal witnesses it presented. The mutual reception 
between 4 and % enabled the expert testimony to overshadow the in- 
consistencies of time in the Smith version of the story. Roy Black 
was able to turn almost everything said for the prosecution 
into an argument for the defense. In short, the mutual reception 
ultimately put both & and 4 on the defense side. 

10"-4: * in the 11" puts the defendant's version of the 
scene of the crime in the house of the jury. His version was more 
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believable than her's. » in #* is strong and convincing. } in too- 
early Tl. means a weak memory and too many questions left unan- 
swered. Let's leave the verdict for a moment and go on to the 
rest of the houses. 

11": the jury was firmly in line with local custom and 
practice. They would see themselves as defending Palm Beach as 
much as rendering a verdict. #* is a lawbreaking sign, and also a sign 
of modem electronic media. Ruler of the 11" in the 11", the jury would 
become a law unto itself. 

12"-}{: the defense lawyer's summation brilliantly tied together 
the missing pieces of the prosecution and defense testimonies to bring 
his client's actions in line with the law. \ in TJ in mutual reception 
with § put all the words spoken into a format that would comply with 
Jupiter in the 9*. You cannot do much better than that. The creation of 
doubt, ¥, ruling the 12" of summation, in the 10", made his case vic- 
torious. 

¥ and X in the 10 reflect massive scandal and publicity for the trial 
and its participants, including the jury. This pair also indicates an ac- 
quittal for the defendant, based on a speedy, flawed verdict. 

The chart also shows something else quite interesting: ) in 
Tl square . The jury will be unsympathetic to the woman's plight and 
will reject her reconstruction of the scene of the crime. 

The two planetary significators of females are unaligned with 
women here. @ in = is strong, but it represents a man. Indeed, the 
case was also turned to make him seem the preyed-upon, not the preda- 
tor. The ) was last over 9, indicating that the woman did feel at- 
tracted to, was with, and may well have engaged in some lovemaking 
with the defendant. However, the ) in Ml, also indicates a woman as 
the subject of violence, coercion, or fear. Because the ) is in an 
early degree, the "rape" may not have been completed. There 
seems little doubt; it was attempted. There was an attack 
on the woman at the scene of the crime. The defendant saw it as 
self-gratification. His lawyer called it "love." 

Could the Kennedy case have gone differently? Probably. Sup- 
pose you had to advise Moira Lasch on the conduct of the case, before 
she even got to court. You would tell her: 

Smith will be acquitted. If she is smart, Lasch will go for a hung 
jury, not a conviction. Both sides will either lie or leave out impor- 
tant information. Her cross-examinations and rebuttal will not be 
strong enough. Her witnesses and cross-examination will be used 
against her. The judge will hobble her in everything that she 
feels is important to the winning of her case. 

You would also suggest there was initial compliance by the victim 
(Q in = in the 7") prior to a later attack, which may have been 
an aborted rape () in the early degree of Tl). Lasch cannot win 
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the case, but she could give it away. 

Retrograde §& either in or ruling the testimony houses indicates 
lies or gaps. Before the testimony you might not know how to in- 
terpret the condition. It is obvious that the victim's testimony was 
filled with gaps; therefore, one can safely assume that what she 
told was the truth. Her "lying" was by omission, if anything. 
Since the defense's testimony, including the defendant's, was 
relatively precise, this % indicates that we can safely assume there 
was lying or misrepresentation in some form. 

If Roy Black could turn Moira Lasch's case to his advantage, she 
could have turned his to hers. She did not. By letting him pull 4 into 
his own testimony house, she allowed her own o to destroy her own 
case. The judge supported most of Black's objections, particu- 
larly when Lasch tried to mount a last ditch fight. She had one last 
chance during rebuttal to turn the case around. Her lack of fire, the 
absence of justifiable outrage, ultimately destroyed her case. 


Anita Hill & Clarence Thomas 


LTHOUGH the subject matter and the notoriety are similar, 

this is a hearing, not a criminal trial. Anita Hill is the plain- 

tiff, represented by the 1" house. Clarence Thomas is 

the defendant, 7" house. The jury, 11", is the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. The "judge" is the 5", Senator Joseph Biden, 
Chairman of the Committee. The judgment is the 10", the full 
Senate. 

11: P rising in Tl indicates the sexual nature of the offense, but 
it makes the plaintiff less than sympathetic. She looks more like a 
powerful woman intent on revenge than as a helpless victim, de- 
spite the ) in ~ in the 1". Her attempted presentation is that she 
is a woman seeking justice, the ) in the 1" in need of help. 
The second ruler of the Ascendant, o’, is in +, where it is weak, 
conjunct the cusp of the 12", inclined to hurt oneself rather than 
the enemy. This position also indicates Hill's original request for 
secrecy. Note the different operation of o andP. Hill's expectation 
was secrecy, probably because of the weakness of her case and her 
own lack of defense or self-preserving activity at the time of the al- 
leged offenses. P, the planet of the times and of broad sweeps of hu- 
man activity, would reveal and excoriate her. 

The ) is also in an early degree, signifying that the whole of the 
activity would not be revealed, or that the event had stopped before it 
started. Here, unlike the Smith case, the "attack" was verbal. In ~, 
probably done in a joking or intimidating manner, if done at all. 

2™_,2: since a verbal sign is on this cusp of physical evidence, it 
is really a question of one word against another. \ in TJ, a sign 
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where it is weak, also bespeaks the lack of physical evidence. In this 
case, verbal testimony would be the substitute for physical evidence. 
and ¥ are also in the 2**. They suggest a distortion or an exaggera- 
tion in the description of what was testified to as physical evi- 
dence: the pubic hair on the Coke can, for example. 


Anita Hill vs. ClarenceThomas hearing begins 
10: 00 AM EDT, 11" October 1991, 38N53'20" 77W00'36" 


3"'_%: a physical sign on a testimony house further emphasizes 
the substitution and confusion of talk with hard data and facts. 
Witnesses for Anita Hill were largely professional colleagues (#4), 
firm in their convictions (» in #), and inclined to push the limits of 
what was told them. In essence, they took her words as their testi- 
mony. %, ruler 3", the testimony of the 1", in #*, her friends. Since 
+ is intercepted in #*, we may never know the motivations or the 
groups that prompted their action and their testimony. 

4}: the scene of the crime was in the bureaucracy and out of 
sight. Both andthe ¥ o ¥ suggest a distortion or exaggeration 
relative to the story/foundation of the charge. 4 in the 10™ indicates 
that her story is under the dominion of his version of the "crime" and 
will support his success and well-being. 

The mutual reception between ¥ and » suggests an arrangement 
between people in power, and people rebelling against the power struc- 
ture—particularly the President as 4, the chief executive, charged 
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with promoting and designing the testimony of the accused. 

What we have here is a charge that repeats itself as evidence, tes- 
timony, and foundation of the case. In short, nothing of substance. 

5"T: Senator Joseph Biden, T, ruler in =, bent over backward 
both to keep control of the hearing and to appear fair, charming, and 
balanced. He did lose his temper on one or two occasions. Since both 
he and the defendant are ruled by the same planet, he would be in- 
clined to favor her case, though both are definitely at the mercy of the 
Committee, 11", or inclined to undermine her position, 12: 

6"-T: her case was based on her own charge, T. It was presented in 
about as graphic and blunt a way as was broadly commensurate with 
national TV. 

78: the defendant, now Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Tho- 
mas, bespeaks a quiet, not particularly scintillating, but steady and 
patient type of person. 2 ¢ \ in I: aman of high reputation, honesty, 
and utility, a nothing-but-facts-type of person. The chart portrays 
him as someone who rises to prominence through hard work and 
making the right connections. 4 and , both in detriment in Tl, suggest 
aman who is highly unlikely to play office Romeo, or Svengali. 

8""J[: again a lack of physical evidence, here on behalf of the de- 
fendant. ¥ is combust, so all would not be told. Any material evidence 
would be long lost or burned. II on the 8", the 2™ of the defendant, 
suggests he possesses pornographic materials. Because ¥ is combust, 
he is unlikely to have displayed or talked about them in this instance. 

9".@: testimony for the defense and the law has its ruler, the ), 
in an early degree of ~. The law was not fully explained, ex- 
plored, understood, or formed. ) in ¥ also suggests that the activity 
relative to women and to Anita Hill was within the bounds of the 
law. This is confirmed by the testimony of the co-workers and subor- 
dinates, all women, who worked for Thomas before, during, and 
after Anita Hill's association with him. Most of the testimony for 
Thomas was about or against Anita Hill, undermining her charac- 
ter and behavior, and supporting his. 

10"-): the judgment was finally made by the full Senate and 
the sentence, 4" house, was to make Thomas a Supreme Court Justice. 

11": is the Senate Judiciary Committee, the jury in this case. 
The event was about an appearance before a committee, a committee 
matter, that is, a group of people with ties to equity and litigating 
activity, =. 2 ¢ \ in the 10" indicates the committee's impor- 
tance as members of the final arbiter, the Senate. They are in- 
clined towards Anita Hill's version of the event and could control or 
suppress the Clarence Thomas version. 

% and @ in mutual reception suggests Thomas could use members 
of the Committee to act on his behalf. o’ o §, ruler 10°, at the cusp 
of the 12" suggests Anita Hill was in collusion with a Senator, per- 
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haps an aide or secretary of a Senator. 

The © in 11 suggests that the verdict was in line with the wishes of the 
President. Q is intercepted in the 9", so the President and any judicial 
authorities were absent from the actual hearing. The interception also sug- 
gests the President may well have been behind some of Thomas’ testimony. 
However, the words and the sentiments actually spoken were his. 

It is important to note that none of the testimony for Thomas was 
actually against Anita Hill, other than to say that she was somewhat of a 
Prima Donna. The ) applying to a square to 9, but too early in the 
sign, aborted the female testimony that was against Thomas. Even 
so, it would not have prevailed; his planets are too strong by position. 

This chart suggests that what Clarence Thomas said to Anita Hill 
was complimentary, ) in ~ in the 1*. It also suggests that what he said 
was taken as more important than was meant. [] on the 8" suggests the 
possibility of body language or gestures that might have been misunder- 
stood or construed as indicating attraction and affection, perhaps even a 
book or pictures that were suggestive. Obviously, we have not been given 
the whole story: the ) in an early degree of x, and ? combust. 

12": What decided the case for Thomas was the testimony of 
women, his office employees, 12", ruler 2 ¢ 4. Women who testified to his 
impeccable demeanor with them made his case. 

\ and Q in the 10™ suggest justice was done. There was no evidence 
produced on either side. The testimony of people who knew them both 
prevailed against the self-sustained charge of the accuser. 

Anita Hill was unlikely to have defeated the nomination, no matter 
what she did. She was, after all, a reluctant witness about an event that had 
already outrun the statute of limitations. Even if her charge were true, she 
could not have brought a case to court. Hers is a case of the mud- 
slinger splashed. Did Thomas ever make a suggestive gesture, an off- 
color remark, or leave some pornographic materials lying around? Possi- 
bly. But he never did anything that in any way impeded her ad- 
vancement, not did he threaten her with loss of job, or with physical harm. 
This was all about talk. It was not about law. It was about politics. 

The Nodes heavily activate both charts shown here. These significant 
cases could, because the ) is placed early in its signs, make women more 
reluctant to speak out about sexual abuse. The passages of the outer plan- 
ets through @ and Tl, signs associated with the debility of the ), put women 
in dangerous predicaments, and then gave them little or no support to deal 
with these. The message of ¥ and ¥ in @ is that the victim is responsible for 
her actions. The message of P in Tl is continued venereal disease and rape. 
It is not going to get better until women stop trying to act as if they had the 
physical power and freedom of men. 


Data (source Heliogram #21): 


William K. Smith: 15:47 EDT, 4th Sept 1960: 42N21, 71W09. 
Patricia Bowen: 11th August 1961: 41N05, 81W31. 

Clarence Thomas: 21:00 EST, 23rd June 1948: 32N00, 81W05. 
Anita Faye Hill: 30th July 1956: 35N36, 95W51. 
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The Trial of the Century 
DENIS SAUNDERS 


Life’s values originate in circumstances 
over which the individual has no control 
Charles A. Lindbergh 


HEY STRAPPED him to the chair at 8.44 p.m. on Friday, April 
3" 1936, He received three electrical shocks of 2,000 volts. At 
8.47 Bruno Hauptmann was pronounced dead. 
Almost everyone knew of Charles Augustus Lindbergh. He 
was the first man to fly solo, nonstop, across the Atlantic, which he did 
from New York to Paris in ‘The Spirit of St. Louis’ on the 20"/21" May 
1927. In doing so, he opened up the world to air-travel. Feted by kings, 
presidents and princes, he was considered a god 
by the people of America. He received the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor and many foreign 
decorations and awards, while his humility and 
generosity further endeared him to his 
countrymen. So, when his son, aged two-and-a- 
half years, was kidnapped on the night of 1* 
March 1932 it aroused the country to a frenzy of 
activity in order to reach a solution to the case. 
It also underscored the tastelessness and 
depravity of the media. However, it was not 
until 1934 that an illegal German immigrant, 
Bruno Hauptmann, was arrested. 

What became known as The Trial of the Century extended over five 
weeks. Hauptmann was found guilty and sentenced to death, but he 
never confessed, despite an offer by the Governor of the State to com- 
mute his sentence to life-imprisonment, and of $100,000 from a newspa- 
per. In fact, he maintained his innocence to the end. Even today, 65 
years later, there are those who believe Hauptmann never had a fair trial, 
that there was more than one perpetrator, that he was not guilty. On the 
other hand, although the evidence against him was predominately cir- 
cumstantial, there was so much of it that a guilty verdict was all one 
could expect from the jury. 

Nonetheless, the Governor, who had doubts not about the verdict but 
whether Hauptmann had acted alone, continued to privately investigate 
the case long after he was out of office. He also did not re-appoint Colo- 
nel Norman Schwarzkopf as head of the New Jersey State Police. He 
believed him responsible for “the worst bungled police job in history.” 
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It is interesting to see what Astrology has to say. Hauptmann’s horo- 
scope shows a definite imbalance in his nature: he has ten planets in Mu- 
table signs, as well as the Q’s, the © and the Vertex, only one in Fixed, 
and none in Cardinal, and he also has a the Mutable Cross. 


Figure 1: Bruno Hauptmann 
12.56.28 p.m. CET (11:56:28 UT) 26 November 1899 
Kamenz, Germany: 51N16, 14E06. 


xo.) 
22°21 16°16", 
gare ala os 


The chart shows him to have been extremely stressed, with a T-square 
from the 9" and 10" Houses opposing the 3 and 4" squared by the ) 
from the 7", involving eight planets. Furthermore, his nerves were in a 
constant state of high tension, most of his planets straddling the signs 
ruling the nervous system, and the planet ruling the nervous system, ¥, is 
in its detriment as well as retrograde. Undoubtedly, Hauptmann was 
‘highly-strung’. This pattern, a Bowl in the Western Hemisphere, shows 
a marked division between himself and others. He would tend to be a 
loner, yet obligated to others by needing and seeking their advice and 
authority. It shows a large measure of uncertainty. At the same time, 
there is a huge 1* House of 57° indicative of an inflated ego, a concentra- 
tion in the Self, without the means to support it. The analytical T? ), 
powerful on the Celestial Equator, discloses a need to learn lessons per- 
taining to personal behaviour, one’s perception of the self and how to 
relate to others without being critical. 

There are no personal planets in the chart’s inferior hemisphere, and 
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the ruler of the Ascendant, \4, is in the 8" of other people’s money and 
death, while the co-ruler, ¥ is in the end-of-life 4". The 8" is significant 
since both crimes of which we are aware involved theft, the first at age 
19 of goods, the second the extortion from Charles Lindbergh. We will 
discuss the 4" later. Because of the large 1°, the 3%, 4" and 5 Houses 
are smaller in area, suggesting a curtailment of the life span. 

There is also a large 6"/12" House. This indicates that Hauptmann’s 
health would be a problem, not only the nervous system but also the di- 
gestive, and, with the ) ruling the 6", the colon. The ) o % is another 
indicator of nervous and mental ill health. 

The parental indicators, » and ), are in a square aspect suggesting 
that the parents did not get on well together and that Hauptmann did not 
get on well with either of them. He could look to his Mother to ensure 
that he was clean and tidy, well dressed, well fed, but he would have 
been starved for emotional satisfaction. His father is shown as severe, a 
disciplinarian, a taskmaster who showed little love feelings. Perhaps it 
was this feeling of emotional isolation that engendered the rebelliousness 
of the fourth-quarter ). With ¥ in the 4", stronger by occupation than the 
absent ruler, %, the father is shown as the weaker of the parents, a some- 
what Micawber type, possibly a drunkard. There are several indications 
that the parents did not get on with Hauptmann, that they disapproved of 
him: )O 2, co ¢ %, YO», YO, and both of the latter could also give 
sorrow through the death of the mother. 

By now the reader will have noticed that there is no planet in ‘good’ 
aspect in the Chart! It is a destiny characterized by obstacles and frustra- 
tion. Character is said to be destiny, and Hauptmann’s character seems to 
confirm that statement. He is shown as impulsive, ) 0 o’, ) O ¥; careless, 
a man who acts before thinking, O preceding % and © o X. The latter 
conjunction also makes for eccentricity. There are clear indications that 
he would have to account to the general public for the consequences of 
his behavior, ) from the 7” 0 o’. Besides those failings, Hauptmann 
could also be cruel and hard: o& ¢ ». 

There are two other predictions in the chart that came to fulfillment: 
og’ ¢ isan indicator of possible imprisonment, and ® ruling the 12 can 
bring disgrace, discredit and even persecution. However, this does not 
say whether these threats are merited. 

The ) is in its fourth quarter can indicate a rebel, this phase is “a mo- 
ment of crisis and repolarization... The element of conflict is strong.”'. 
The Q is in ~ indicating “a strong desire for vaster mental horizons away 
from particular traditions and limitations.”’ It is in the 10 House, seek- 
ing “happiness in processes of self-aggrandizement.”* 


' Dane Rudhyar , The Lunation Cycle. Sevire-Wassenaar: 1967: p. 60 
? bid. p. 98 
3 Did. p. 91 
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The @ is ¢ o’, an indication of aggression, aimed at educational and 
religious matters as well as the forces of law and order, and weak mental 
faculties are shown by the debilitated % and by ¥ in the mental sign, I. 
Wherever ¥ is found there is also found a lack of muscular tone. &, trail- 
ing the © and retrograde indicates the superior conjunction with the O 
from which it is distant by some 18°, and therefore just out of being un- 
der the ©’s rays; a sign of social discontent. Furthermore, § is exactly « 
@ and both are besieged between o and %. This shows an intense emo- 
tionality and, with 2 the Evening Star, a certain feeling of inferiority and, 
again, the suppressed anger against men and women, just waiting to be 
released. And all his ~ planets (in the sign of exaggeration) are o %, the 
Lord of Karma, and opposed by P, the Executor of the Karmic edict. 

The phases of the ) are important as an indicator of the psychological 
processes of an individual. Of course everything in the chart is an impor- 
tant element in one’s total psychology, but the O and ), as Personality 
and Individuality, do, perhaps, take precedence. This is well expressed in 
the following assertion: ‘The moment of birth is as important to the re- 
mainder of a lifetime as a seed is to the remainder of the plant which 
emerges from it’.* The phase of the ) in Hauptmann’s Chart is the 
twenty-second, a major phase, of which Busteed, Tiffany & Wergin state 
that the subject might have been perhaps ruthlessly and unwittingly cruel 
toward others. Afterwards he will be full of PRIMARY humility and op- 
timism. The out-of-phase phase would be number 15: He is not deliber- 
ately sadistic: merely frantic, confused and therefore unable to appreci- 
ate the damage he is causing. Without realizing, he is his own worst en- 
emy.” 

The effects of eclipses are long lasting and can act either before or af- 
ter an event. In any case, they indicate points of crisis that are liable to 
eventuate in the life. Long before his birth Fate had already decreed that 
Hauptmann would face crises of the nature of o’, » and the Qs. On 11" 
January 1899 there was a partial eclipse of the © at 21°33” @ with transit 
*% precisely on the point that was to be Hauptmann’s Midheaven. The 
next partial eclipse of the Sun on 8" June of the same year fell at 17° 15° 
Il opposite his o’, with transit on Hauptmann’s Q. 

The first crisis (that we know of) came in his 19" year when he was 
sentenced to five years imprisonment for grand larceny and for armed 
robbery. Progressed O is conjunct radical *», ruler of the 12" House of 
imprisonment. Progressed ) is opposing the radical ©, which, as a full 
Moon, brings a cycle to a close, and quindecile Midheaven. 

He was released on parole after four years, but soon after was re- 


* Marilyn Busteed, Richard Tiffany & Dorothy Wergin, Phases of the Moon. 
Shambala: 1974, p.15 

* Did. p. 142 

® Ibid. p. 145 
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arrested for another offence. He had hardly been incarcerated when he 
escaped from prison and tried to enter America illegally. Eventually, on 
his third attempt he was successful. 

We now come to the most important part of our investigation. The 
Lindbergh baby was kidnapped on 1* March 1932 between 7.30 and 10 
p.m. from his home at Hopewell, New Jersey. I have chosen 9 p.m. arbi- 
trarily, but with some justification: Lindbergh had returned home at 8.25 
p.m. and just after 9 p.m. thought he heard a noise as if someone had 
dropped a box. 


Figure 2: Kidnapping of the Lindburgh baby 
9 PM EST, 1* March 1932 
Hopewell, New Jersey: 40N23, 74W45 


There are numerous aspects. A key one that relates the transits to 

Hauptmann’s progressed and natal chart is: 
transit $(15 01’ 1) Oprog ¥(15 01’ X), both Gnatal P(15%5’ I). 

By itself, this is almost a certain confirmation of Hauptmann’s guilt. 
P rules kidnapping, % rules a young male. Furthermore, I believe that for 
any action to take place the ruler of the House must “give permission” — 
that is, it must be involved in the aspect configuration. In this case, 
Hauptmann’s natal 3“ House rules both the male child and the kidnap- 
ping, the ruler of which is ¥. The 3“ also indicates that the event would 
involve a neighbour, someone close to Hauptmann’s home as Pluto is 
near the 4" cusp. 

transit X(17°14’ 7) ~prog D(17°59’ Ml), both aspecting natal 07 (16°%59’ x) 
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And although using the Ascendant is shaky, note transit Ascendant 
(19°46 =) * progressed Q (destiny) at 19°19’ ~, which is closely con- 
junct radical MC (19°20° ). 

9 p.m., or soon thereafter, definitely appears to be when the event oc- 
curred. 

The partial eclipse of the © on the 11 October 1931 had Pluto at 22° 
©, a point of murder. It fell in Hauptmann’s 5" House of children, quin- 
cunx his radical ¥ v 9, which is with the Fixed Star Lesath, an indication 
of immorality and malevolence. 

With little to go on, suspicion fell heavily on the Lindbergh staff and 
the pressure was so great that on 10" June 1932 their English maid com- 
mitted suicide by swallowing cyanide chlorine. It was later established 
that she was completely innocent. The police were baffled, and were it 
not for a man named Arthur Koehler the case might never have been 
solved. Koehler was a wood expert, and because of his fantastic detec- 
tive work on the pieces of the ladder found at the crime scene 
Hauptmann was arrested on 19 September 1934. On the 26 September, 
he was indicted for extortion and in October for murder. 


HE TRIAL began at 10.10 am. on the 2" January 1935 in 
Flemington, New Jersey. It was billed as the ‘biggest story 
since the Resurrection’. 


Figure 3: 


Trial begins 
10:10 AM EST 
2"! January 
1935 
Flemington, 
New Jersey: 
40N31 74W52 
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As the defendant, Hauptmann is represented by the combust 8, ruler 
of the 7™ house, the prosecution by 4, ruling the 1* from the 8", close to 
the 9" Placidus cusp. 

The Ascendant at the commencement of Hauptmann’s trial is just “2° 
away from his natal Ascendant, while transit ) has just passed over his 
natal O. 

Of the many midpoints in his radical chart the following are applica- 
ble to the case as elements of his character: 

) = o&/2—Reinhold Ebertin defines the of principle as “brutality” 
and its probable manifestation as a “tendency to proceed in a brutal man- 
ner.” And under ), he writes “an injury caused to a woman”. However, 
we must remember that the ) also refers to an infant less than seven 
years of age. 

o = PMc—‘The likelihood of sudden ruin through the misuse of 
power, a crisis at a certain juncture in life, a turn in one’s destiny brought 
about by Providence’ 

PB = 4/&—“an act of violence or brutality” 

Q = %Mc—*A link with others through bad circumstances or through 


mourning” 
Figure 4: 


Hauptmann 
Executed 


8:47 PM EST, 
3° April 1936 
Trenton, New 
Jersey: 
40N13, 
74W45 


The trial lasted five weeks and on 13" February 1935 Hauptmann was 
found guilty of murder in the first degree and sentenced to be executed in 
the electric chair. On 9" October, his appeal was denied. The execution 


7 Reinhold Ebertin The Combination of Stellar Influences. AFA. 
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date was twice deferred, but on ce April 1936 he was executed. 

It was the day of his lunar return, with transit » filling in the empty 
arm of Hauptmann’s natal T-square in mutables: opposing natal ) and 
separating from 0 P to apply to 0 o. There are several other close as- 
pects but this is clearly sufficient. 

Natal 4, placed in the s" is an indication of the kind of death. Here it 
specifies a judicial death, Jupiter representing the Law. Furthermore, as 
ruler of the Ascendant in the 8" it signifies that Hauptmann would be 
responsible for his own death. 

Natal ¥ in the 4" indicates a mystery surrounding the end of life, and 
certainly Hauptmann’s trial left many doubts in some minds. The trial 
ended but the mystery has refused to go away. This placement can also 
mean that there is a mystery about where the grave is, and being in [I it 
can signify two burials. 

Hauptmann’s prior solar return (27 November 1935, cast for his 
birthplace) had a 1" house ) on the place of natal o’. The return’s > was 
conjunct his natal Ascendant. 

The prior lunar return (8 March 1936, birthplace) occurred at almost 
the same moment that the ) was full in the sky (natal ) 17°21” I, March 
1936 full moon 17°29’ Tf), a clear indication of the end of a cycle. *% is 
rising, and 4, his ASC-ruler, holds the place of natal ¥, ruler of his end- 
of-the-matter 4". 

Astrologically, there is no doubt that Hauptmann was guilty, but one 
of the unanswered questions in the affair was whether Hauptmann acted 
alone. Many believed that he had to have accomplices. At the time of 
the kidnapping, he was experiencing a progressed ) o o’. This merits 
investigation. The radical ) in the 7 of other people, of the spouse and 
of partners, is ruler of the 5" and 6" Houses. This could mean that a mis- 
tress or a wife was involved, and the progressed ), in its fall in 4, is in 
the 11" of friends, in the sign that also rules the 12", the house of secrecy 
and self-undoing. Being o o% in its exaltation can indicate an extreme 
and detrimental passion for a woman. It is possible that Hauptmann was 
protecting a female accomplice. It might even have been his wife, who 
showed extraordinary loyalty to him. On the other hand, Hauptmann 
was so secretive his wife didn’t even know his name was Bruno. She 
knew him by his second name, Richard. Without any Cardinality in his 
chart, Hauptmann was no self-starter; he leant heavily on others for ad- 
vice. 

We will never know why there should have been a karmic connection 
between Hauptmann with Lindbergh and his son. There are few obvious 
contacts between Lindbergh’s birth chart and that of Hauptmann. Lind- 
bergh’s X falls between the close Q » MC of Hauptmann, his § is close to 
Hauptmann’s Ascendant, and his P opposes the German’s 0’. Perhaps 
the most significant astrological correspondence between Lindbergh and 
Hauptmann is seen in the fact that Lindbergh’s 5" house of children is 
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tuled by o’, an indication of possible danger to a child, from Lindbergh’s 
3" The o’ position at 26°17” a is exactly conjunct the Ascendant of 
Hauptmann’s lunar return preceding his execution! Accustomed as I am 
to the insights of a horoscope, I am constantly astounded by the synchro- 
nicity between planetary geometry with the events pertinent to particular 
lives. 


Figure 5: Charles Augustus Lindbergh 
1.30 AM CST, 4" February, 1902 
Detroit, Michigan: 83W03 42N20. 


At the time of the kidnapping, Lindbergh’s chart was, as one would 
expect, badly afflicted. Natal was opposed by transit P, and squared 
by both transit 2 and the event’s Ascendant. In addition to these clear 
indications of great sadness and the overpowering feeling loss he must 
have felt, transit was conjunct natal 4; transit 4+ opposed natal O; and 
transit ) was conjunct natal 5. 

We do not know why Hauptmann elected to incarnate with so fearful 
a chart, or for what purpose. Whatever his purpose he appears to have 
had the character and the circumstances to fulfil it. 
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HE STORY of the Westray mine is a modern tragedy. Built 

near the small village of Plymouth in Pictou County, Nova Sco- 

tia, (62W39, 45N33), Westray was planned to mine the Foord 

seam which was long known for its high quality coal; unusually 
thick, low in sulphur content and a high BTU rating. The Foord seam 
reserves were also very large, estimated at 45 million tons. There were 
serious concerns however. The seam was known to be exceptionally 
gassy. Its location exuded large quantities of methane and there had 
been problems in the past with spontaneous combustion even in the ab- 
sence of sparking machinery. 

Since the venture was underwritten largely by public money, there 
had been much discussion in the Nova Scotia legislature about the We- 
stray undertaking. In July 1991 opposition Liberal MLA Bernie 
Boudreau worried"...because of the fault structure and gas contained in 
the formation of coal seams in Pictou County the Westray mine is poten- 
tially one of the most dangerous in the world."’ At the time, the mine 
was being built amid claims that Westray was a "state of the art" opera- 
tion utilizing the latest in mining technology and equipment with com- 
puterized safety-monitoring 
devices. 

From the beginning the 
mine was plagued with 
serious ground control 
problems related directly to 
the geological configuration 
of the Foord = seam. 
Nevertheless, the mine was 
pushed into operation and 
finally began to produce 
saleable coal in September 
1991. In late April 1992 
Westray Coal Inc. was awarded the prestigious John T. Ryan Trophy by 
the Canadian Institute of Mining Metallurgy and Petroleum for mine 
safety. Such an auspicious beginning was not to last. 

Just eleven days later, on May 9, 1992 at 5:18 AM ADT, a mile be- 
low the surface, a massive explosion ripped through the Westray mine. 


* Maclean's July 15,1996 
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The explosion was so powerful it blew the top off the mine entrance and 
ripped away steel supports throughout the mine. In the nearby towns, 
windows shattered and houses shook. 26 miners died instantly that early 
Saturday morning. The mine never reopened. 

Can astrology shed any light on this incident and is there a way to 
prospectively forecast these kinds of events, if not in specific terms, then 
in a general way so an area could be forewarned of the potential dangers 
and challenges? This is surely the true province of the mundane astrologer. 

There are many charts we could look at beyond the event chart itself. 
It's a question of perspective. The usual mundane tools like lunations, 
including eclipses and ingress charts are still very important of course if 
they are approached with a sense of proportion, They can't tell the entire 
story because their cycles are so short but in concert with other cyclical 
charts like those set for the conjunction phase of key aspects in the event 
chart, we can begin to retrospectively see the buildup of celestial tensions 
in a location like the Westray mine. These conjunction phase charts are 
important because the meaning of the entire cycle for a particular loca- 
tion is enfolded in the conjunction and each subsequent phase is the con- 
tinuation of the outworking of that conjunction "seed" potential. The 
goal for mundane astrology is to somehow be able to do this prospec- 
tively before an event occurs. 


=| 
0871 $ orron | | ¥ 
See | te 

esr \1\ | 


Figure 1: Westray Mine Explosion 
5:18 AM ADT, 9” May 1992: 45N33, 62W39 


55 


Lipson: The Westray Mine Disaster 


RANSITS 

The chart for the explosion in the Westray mine is a radical one. 

One of the features in the sky during that period was the X o 

in the middle degrees of 6. At the time of the explosion, the 
MC is exactly conjunct the ¥ o ¥. At its best X-¥ could relate to the 
awakening of spiritual values in the collective and in some respects this 
was indeed the case. This period coincided with the famine in Ethiopia 
and the Sudan and the reorganization (4) and growth of large-scale aid 
organizations. As is often the case when such idealistic energies are in- 
volved, the substantive results often paled besides the outpouring of em- 
pathy for the victims of the drought but a lot of meaningful work did go 
into those relief efforts. In the context of a mine, however, ¥-¥ could 
also symbolize the potential for a spontaneous combustion of gases be- 
low ground (#) and this is still considered the likely cause of the We- 
stray disaster. 

The angles of a chart are so important. The MC of an event defines 
its moment and the ASC its place. The transiting angles then are the 
channels through which longer, less ephemeral astrological cycles can be 
released into the world. So, at the instant of the explosion the idea of 
spontaneous combustion of gases found expression at the location of the 
Westray mine. 

Another important mundane feature in event charts is the MC/ASC 
midpoint which in the Westray chart is 11°40’ of the mutables (26°40° 
cardinals). This midpoint can be translated as "at this time (MC) and 
place (ASC)". A chart factor(s) on this midpoint and by on I mean either 
¢, 2,0, G, o to it with an orb of +/- 2°, becomes an important signature 
of the event and meaningful in describing its objective nature. 

In the Westray chart, ¥ = ASC/MC. ¥ here is an image of the miners 
and the commercial nature of the mine to begin with. § is "isolated" in 
the 12" house, which is naturally ruled and in this particular chart actu- 
ally ruled by ¥, and ¥ rules the 6" house. This was a work place accident 
first and foremost and ¥ = ASC/MC puts the spotlight squarely on the 
miners and their fate. rises and rules the chart and co-rules the 6” 
house. This reiterates the 6” house "working" theme and the shared na- 
ture of the accident and its impact on others. 

Another important and powerful midpoint that should be examined in 
mundane charts, if not all charts, is the O/) midpoint. In the Westray 
chart this is 1°55’ of the cardinals (16°55’ fixed). Using Witte's rules of 
the Hamburg School, the O defines the day of an event and the ) the 
hour. A chart factor(s) on their midpoint will color the basic "identity" 
of the event. The © and ) are configured in a Grand Cross with 4 and 
P, a very tense figure that underscores the potential for actualized de- 
structive loss on that day. P's connection to mines is obvious. The O 
has just passed the exact square-manifesting phase with », orb 47'. B is 
out of orb to be on the O/) midpoint but » is on it, as is & and Q, high- 
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lighting the exact 0 0 Q and of 4 % of that day. P= %=Q=O/isa 
powerful image of the applied energy and team effort that goes into coal 
mining in itself but more than that, it suggests the potential for commu- 
nity loss and devastation. It's hard to imagine an astrologer giving advice 
to anyone to go down into a dangerous mine on the day that o and %, the 
two traditional malefics, = O/), with its potential not only for sadness 
and separation but the brusque termination of life as well. 

o& zis an important aspect in the Westray chart and one that should, 
like © O %, be examined from a cyclical perspective. The 2 and Q are 
hardly minor aspects in matters like these. They are powerfully mani- 
festing aspects. o’- exchanges themselves are often implicated in cases 
of death. Mars bisects the O 0 *% almost exactly such that o = O/». 
Ebertin’ gives as possible meanings for o’ = O/> "mourning, seclusion". 
Treating the midpoint as a kind of triple conjunction and thinking around 
the symbols, it's not a total stretch to imagine the potential for serious 
problems for members of the male population in the community. All 
these chart factors, including the O, on that crucial O/) midpoint makes 
an important statement about the nature of the event and who may be 
involved. It would be hard not to think of the miners in Plymouth under 
the circumstances. 

Finally 4 9 Mc ¢ X o ¥. Admittedly the involvement of 4 is enigmatic, 
as is 2 rising, but 4 does rule the 8" house which might be related to the 
mine and underscores the magnitude of the event. 

There's little doubt that up to that point, Westray did represent a tre- 
mendous economic opportunity for Pictou County, another 8" house 
concern yet the company’s rather avaricious principles, which led them to 
fudge their accident statistic reports, may have contributed to a less than 
safe working environment in order to maximize the return on their in- 
vestment as quickly as possible. This fact led to the rescission of the 
company's prestigious safety award, a first in the history of that honor.’ 

Ingress and lunation charts are the most widely used techniques in 
mundane astrology but it would be difficult to predict an event on the 
basis of those kinds of charts alone. Lunations are relatively short cy- 
cles, describing something of the ebb and flow of feelings and responses 
in the collective during that month. Ingress charts are longer cycles but 
still relatively short term. It may be that each ingress chart of the year is 
a snapshot of the central ideas finding expression in any location for the 
entire year albeit each from a slightly different perspective. It could be 
that each ingress is effective really only for the three months before the 
next ingress. Whatever it is or both, sometimes events are years in the making 
so we need to broaden our outlook too see how the celestial influences will 
eventually culminate and coalesce at the time of a significant event. To do soa 


? Combination of Stellar Influences 
3 Montreal Gazette, May 5, 1998 
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look at the relevant cyclical charts and eclipses is critical. We've seen 
already that at the time of the explosion the © was making its exact out- 
going square with », and o its outgoing semisquare with Saturn. If we 
look at the moment of the conjunction phase for these planetary pairs we 
can get an idea of what the seed potential for those cycles are in Ply- 
mouth which would eventually unfold through successive phases or as- 
pects until it returns to the conjunction phase once again. o’-» is a 
roughly two-year cycle and O-% is roughly one year but taken together, 
along with the eclipses, and then bringing in the ingress and lunation 
charts gives an overall truer portrait of the event. 


yclic charts 

The O-» cycle relates, at a collective level, in part to decisions 

made by authority or leading figures. Ebertin related this plane- 

tary pair to karma, which might be another way of saying ex- 
actly the same thing. The Westray accident happened on the day the O 
had just formed up its outgoing square aspect with . At the square, the 
ideas that were inherent in the conjunction seek to be tested, manifested 
and actualized. It would seem the corporate leadership decisions made in 
Plymouth the previous winter were tested indeed and found terribly 
wanting. © o % occurred on January 29 1992, see Figure 2. The O o 4 
at 9°14’ #« is setting at Plymouth and on the ASC/MC midpoint at 7°25’ 
of the fixed signs. The O-» ideas of loss, sadness and separation and its 
potential public impact in this place are spotlighted in this chart. 


~ oo Bsr 


Figure 2: 
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9:32 PM GMT, 
29" January 
1992; 

45N33, 62W39 
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The O o % is exactly square the explosion 2 (Figure 1), foreshadow- 
ing the loss of revenues that were to follow the accident. 

Perhaps the most convincing image of the disaster is shown by the 
packed 6" house in this chart which includes not only © ¢ % but ¥ too 
representing the miners, the X o ¥ and the almost partile o’ o X with its 
explosive, accident potential. 

The explosion ) is exactly conjunct the O ¢ % ascendant, orb 53’. 
Here is an important forecasting tool. Taking note of the angles of the 
cyclical charts, the transiting ) at the time of accident was triggering the 
potential of the O-* cycle at this place. Since the ) times an event to 
the hour we can begin to focus in on the early morning of May 9 since 
we know that the © 0 % exact is an important resonant manifesting win- 
dow of the O-* cycle which already promised to be a prominent feature 
in the fortunes of Plymouth over the course of the cycle because O v 4 = 
ASC/MC. 

Figure 3: 


Or 
00:21 AM 
GMT, 
27" July 
1991; 
45N33, 
6239 


The conjunction phase is the beginning of that particular cycle but the 
Westray mine was in planning well before January 1992. Could the pre- 
vious O-% cycle shed any new light on the Westray explosion? Going 
back to the O o° % on July 27, 1991 we get an Ascendant of 17°59” #* 0 
PB at 17°32’ Tl and \ setting at 19°45’ ©). This T-square falls exactly 
with the » of the explosion chart at 18°10’ #*. 4 setting gives a sense of 
public approval for the mine which was in difficult negotiations with the 
provincial government for funding at that time and the benefits it was 
hoped the venture would have in terms of jobs and overall economic growth. 
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The ) at 6°13’ # in Figure 3 is exactly setting in the explosion chart, 
another interesting timing thread that connects the ascendant-descendant 
axis of one chart, which defines the location of an event, with the ) of 
another. As we shall see, these are not the only charts where this is the 
case. 

The © -° » is the objective expression phase of the previous O-» cy- 
cle. Many of the decisions made at this juncture would set into motion 
the events that would follow, yet note in this chart that ¥ = ASC/MC. 
The obfuscating quality about this placement permeates the O-* profes- 
sionalism and goal achievement. Some sleight of hand or calumny that 
occurred in part in the guise of company falsified accident statistics re- 
ports puts ¥ = ASC/MC into some perspective. 

The nodal axis at 18°10’ @-@ falls right across the MC o X o ¥ of 
the explosion chart. There is a definite fatedness connecting the meaning 
of X-¥ to the consequences of the decisions that were being made during 
this O 0° % phase. 

Since the manifesting aspect o’2 » and its principle of harmful and 
destructive energy was also present at the time of the explosion, what can 
the conjunction phase of these two planets tell us about the event? 


Figure 4: 
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Figure 4 has o’ ¢ * at 13°30" # exactly on the O/) midpoint of this 
chart at 13°52’ of the fixed signs. These pernicious o’-» energies and 
potential for deaths become the central focus in Plymouth for this cycle, 
an augur that would not have gone unnoticed by astrologers using that 
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midpoint in their analyses. I think it's fair to say however that one could 
just as easily have considered the o’-% concentration, hard work and 
practical considerations needed to operate the mine but still negative re- 
percussions are possible under these kinds of astrological influences and 
shouldn't be disregarded out of hand. 

The Ascendant of Figure 4 at 29°42’ © is near exactly square the MC 
of the Figure 2 at 0°51’ ©. The exchange of angles between charts al- 
lows those energies to be carried forward toward the making of the 
event. 

As well, X o ¥ is with the ASC/MC midpoint of this o » % chart at 
20°10 of the cardinals, which again spotlights 4-¥ and its potential for 
upset and confusion, autocratic action and scheming during the course of 
this cycle in Plymouth. 

The explosion ) at 14°52’ #* had just formed up its actualizing oppo- 
sition with oo %. 


Figure 5: 


1992 T 
Ingress 
8:48 AM 
GMT, 

20" March, 
1992; 
45N33, 
62W39 


Moving down the hierarchy of charts available to the mundane as- 
trologer, let's examine the Spring 1992 ingress chart set for Plymouth. 
The Ascendant is 19°06’ #*, close to » of the explosion chart at 18°10’ 
we, orb 56’. 

o and » are both rising in Figure 5. Their 19°27’ # midpoint is exactly at 
the Ascendant, forming the picture ASC = o’/>. Ebertin gives as possi- 
ble meanings for this planetary picture, "separation, mourning and be- 
reavement", an ominous augur made completely local in Plymouth with 
the involvement of the Ascendant. 
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The angles of the ingress chart are nearly identical with the angles of 
the ©  % chart (Figure 3), suggesting that sometime during that spring 
the idea of O-*% would find expression in that locality. That by itself 
should key our attention to those dates when manifesting aspects of the 
O-% cycle, like O Oo %, occur. 

Ingress % at 14°52’ «#« is exactly setting in the O o % chart (Figure 2), 
which we recall has O o ® exactly on the ASC/MC of that chart. 

At the time of the accident, the ) was opposing the place of the in- 
gress %, no orb, as it also did with the o’ o % in that cyclical chart! The 
transiting ) is obviously an important trigger to precipitate events and 
with so much » running through all these charts, one can assume that any 
possible outworking of those energies would be painful or problematic at 
the very least. 

Ingress % and o’ are on the O/) midpoint of the ingress chart at 
10°45” of the cardinals (25°45’ fixed) highlighting the transiting § z 0’. 
At one level, this suggests tense argument and debate throughout this 
time period and perhaps that did occur but, given what we now know 
was to happen a some six weeks later, "danger to workers" seems a better 
interpretation in retrospect. 

Ingress ¥ at 10°34’ T falls exactly with the ) » MC at 10°40’ T of 
the o’ ¢ % chart and closely squares the O 0° % chart’s X at 10° 56’ #. 

All the cyclical charts we've looked at so far and the ingress chart are 
closely connected, which underlines the importance of using cyclical 
charts, rather than only ingresses and lunations, to follow the thread of 
ideas that are being released at the moment of an important event. 

A chart I have not used in this analysis is one set for the exact X o ¥. 

This did not actually become exact until February 2, 1993, see Figure 6, 
some nine months after the explosion. However, celestial events often 
cast their shadows before them and indeed there are some interesting if 
not eerie interconnections, especially with the March 1992 0’ o % chart. 
The O of Figure 6 is exactly with the o” ¢ %, no orb, and o’ at 9°45’ @ is 
exactly with the ) « MC of Figure 4, the o o % chart. The explosion ) is 
nearly exactly with the ASC/MC midpoint of Figure 6 and the explosion 
¥ is exactly with the O/) midpoint—a remarkable catalogue of links. 
Yet what about the ¥ o ¥ before the event? If a cyclical chart remains 
effective over the course of its entire cycle, which I believe it does, then 
we should be able to see important links to the event from it as well. The 
previous ¥ o ¥ occurred on March 21, 1821 at 4:02 PM GMT. Set for 
Plymouth we get an Ascendant of 19°28’ ©, so the X o ¥ of February 2, 
1993 is exactly setting in the 1821 chart, orb 6' and the ¥ o ¥ » MC of 
the explosion chart is close to both the Ascendant and the O/) midpoint 
of the 1821 chart at 16°19” of the cardinals. ¥ = ASC/MC in the 1821 chart as it 
was in the explosion chart and the explosion E is aspecting the ASC/MC mid- 
point of the 1821 chart. The 1821 X ¢ ¥ itself at 3°00’ @ is exactly with &, », 
Q of the explosion chart, and so also on the explosion‘s O/) midpoint. 
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Figure 6: 


Figure 7: 


Ko ¥ of 1821 
4:02 PM GMT, 
21° March 
1821: 

45N33, 62W39 
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These are not coincidental interconnections but an indication that the 
ordering of all human experiences, as reflected by the planetary drama 
that unfolds above us, is more complex than we can imagine. On the 
surface, a time line of over 170 years for an event like a mine explosion 
may seem absurd but the astrology suggests otherwise. 

What is 170 years anyway in the life of our solar system? All the 
planetary cycles are relatively ephemeral when considered against eter- 
nity. 


Lunations 

The Full Moon prior to the explosion occurs on April 17, 1992 at 4:43 
AM GMT. In this chart the O and ) at 27° 25’ T-= falls exactly across 
the ASC/MC midpoint of the explosion chart at 26°40" of the cardinals. 
Even more striking, the Full Moon’s MC at 5°59 Tl is exactly setting in 
the event chart, orb 24'. The Full Moon’s % at 1°19’ T is closely con- 
junct the event o” GQ and close to the event O/) midpoint at 1° 55’ of the 
cardinals. The Full Moon’s o at 15°36’ } is exactly conjunct the O of 
the oo % chart. 

It becomes clear that the repetition of the angles through progres- 
sively shorter and shorter cycles are key channels through which longer 
term energies can be earthed and externalized as manifested events. 

The New Moon prior to the explosion occurs only one week before 
the event. The Ascendant is 10°34’ TJ, nearly exactly the ASC/MC of 
the event chart and the MC of the ingress chart. ¥ at 17°17’ T exactly 
squares the event’s MC o X o ¥. The New Moon at 12°33’ & is the posi- 
tion of the prior & ¢ ». 


Eclipses 

Finally, a brief look at the two previous solar eclipses. Eclipses are 
certainly amongst the most dramatic of celestial augurs and signposts. A 
solar eclipse is anew moon lunation that occurs on or very near the nodal 
axis. It is the involvement of the nodes that makes eclipses such an im- 
portant mundane tool because the lunar nodes lend a fated quality to the 
lunation. Of course, any celestial event that occurs at the intersection 
points of celestial great circles has tremendous symbolic significance. 
By analogy, an eclipse is a more powerful event than a regular lunation 
like a planet on an angle is a more powerful placement than other plane- 
tary placements in the chart because an angular planet is conjunct an in- 
tersection of celestial great circles too. 

The two solar eclipses prior to the Westray explosion occurred on 
July 11, 1991 and January 4, 1992. The July 1991 eclipse was a total one 
because it occurred exactly on the nodal axis, no orb. When set for Ply- 
mouth, P is exactly rising. This by itself is enough to give pause to any 
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Figure 8: July 1991 Solar Eclipse 
7:06 PM GMT, July 11, 1991: 4533, 62W39 


astrologer considering the future in and around Plymouth because of P's 
symbolism with respect to mines, investments and deaths and crises too. 
Consider also the degree in which the eclipse occurred, 18°58’ @, It is 
exactly opposite the explosion MC ¢ ¥ o ¥, exactly conjunct the Ascen- 
dant of the 1821 X  ¥ chart and exactly opposite the location of the Feb- 
ruary 1993  o ¥! The explosion O is exactly setting in this eclipse chart 
and *%, being exactly square © on the day of the explosion, is also with 
the ascendant degree of this eclipse chart. 

The January 1992 solar eclipse (Figure 9) has an Ascendant of 13°56’ 
. The explosion ) is exactly conjunct this ascendant. Thus, at the time 
of the explosion the O and ) are simultaneously transiting the horizons 
of the two previous eclipses as seen for that locality. 

The eclipse degree in January 1992 is 13°51’ 4, with X just 4’ away. 
This eclipsed degree is conjunct the ¥ o ¥ in the July 1991 eclipse chart, 
close to their midpoint at 13°23” %. Hence, the positions of both the 
July 1991 and the January 1992 solar eclipses connect ¥ o ¥ circumstan- 
tially to Plymouth. 

The ASC/MC midpoint of the January 1992 eclipse chart is 22°21’ I 
(7°21” fixed). % sets in the chart, a cautionary image. It is interesting 
that » and P are both angular in one or the other eclipse charts and then 
are configured with the O and ) of the event chart in a Grand Cross. 
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Figure 9: January 1992 Solar Eclipse 
11:10 PM GMT, 4" January 1992: 45N33, 62W39 


Figure 9 has the planetary picture ¥ = % = ASC/MC; a very strong 
message, warning perhaps, that the idea of commercial disaster as well as 
sober or depressed thought would be a strong possibility in Plymouth. 

Events like Westray do not happen in a vacuum. An explosion may 
seem capricious in its timing but this is really not so at all. Invariably 
there is a prior buildup of celestial tensions and these weave themselves 
together strand after strand until an event is primed and finally expressed 
into the world. Usually it is the transiting angles that are the final wards 
of the lock, as John Addey described them, releasing the event at the ap- 
propriate moment and place. As astrologers, we can marvel at the preci- 
sion of the interlocking cycles and how their intersections and links, as 
they unfold, have always been there enfolded in themselves since eter- 
nity began. It begs the question of just how much free will we really 
have over the external course of events. Even so, the unfolding cycles 
represent a great opportunity for mundane astrologers. If somehow we 
can systematically develop the techniques to follow the threads of cycli- 
cal activity prior to calamitous events, we might be able to raise aware- 
ness in localities in which we see a buildup of astrological tensions. In 
this way, we can serve the public. 
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In revolutionary times the limits of the 
possible increase a thousandfold. 
—Lenin 


People like to say: Revolution is beautiful; 
it is only the terror arising from it which is evil. 
But this is not true. The evil is already 
present in the beautifiul, hell is already contained 
in the dream of paradise and if we wish to 
understand the essence of hell we must 
examine the essence of the paradise 
from which it originated. 

—Milan Kundera 


N DELINEATING the activities of very large collectives, as- 
trologers have found the nation-state to be a useful unit of 
analysis. Taking the proclamation of independence as 
the national birth moment, we erect a conventional horoscope 
from which we are able to say something about the character, the 
resources, the external relations and the institutions of the nation in 
question. As we become more conscious of the world as a com- 
munity of interacting nations, the insights of geo-political astrology 
can only become more relevant. Thus, much attention is currently 
being paid to the rectification of national birth maps, in order that 
these might become more precise as predictive tools. 

As long as we restrict our attention to the past two hundred years or 
so there is no problem with this approach. However, if we delve deeper 
into time than that, or if we think a century ahead into the future, it is 
very likely to break down. This is because the nation-state is not an 
enduring organic unity like the human being. Rather, it is the 
product of a global, but ultimately transient constellation of social 
and economic forces. As these forces change or recombine over 
time, the nation-state itself may well give way to altogether differ- 
ent forms of collective association. 

Certainly, the political units of sixteenth century Europe would be 
unfamiliar to us today. At that time "even the strongest states 
were hard pressed to demonstrate clear predominance within 
their frontiers by means of force, or command over the sources of 
wealth, not to speak of primacy of the loyalty of their subjects.” 
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Even when the emergent states did exert sole authority within their 
borders, this was no guarantee that the citizenry had any sense, of 
their organic unity as a nation. Nationalism in this sense did not 
arise in Europe until the late seventeenth and eighteenth centu- 
ries. Until then, the mercantilist class was more interested in 
keeping territorial boundaries open than in promoting national mystiques. 

Once the organic conception of nation crystallized in western 
Europe, it lost no time in spreading throughout the world, leading to 
ideas of "national organism" in Meiji Japan, shaping the thinking of 
intellectuals in tsarist Russia, sparking wars of national independence in 
the Americas, and eventually imposing a maze of arbitrary bounda- 
ries upon the continent of Africa. The symbols and sentiments of 
nationalism are now so firmly rooted that we are apt to treat the nation- 
state as a platonic entity—eternal, immutable and self-justifying. 

Yet, even as the world was being neatly demarcated into national 
units, a countercurrent in the form of Marxism-Leninism was gath- 
ering force. According to this ideology, the nation-state amounts 
to no more than a bourgeois fiction, "a product and a manifestation of 
the irreconcilability of class antagonism." For Marxists, the rele- 
vant unit of analysis is not the nation-state at all, but the Communist 
party, which is taken to be the organized expression of the will of the 
working class. During the period of transition from parliamen- 
tary democracy to communism the function of the party in fact is to ex- 
ercise control on behalf of society over the sate in such diverse areas: as 
the economy, the armed forces, education, art and communication. 
Standing above the state, the party does not confine its attention 
narrowly to matters of national concern, but instead seeks to advance 
the revolutionary interests of the working class worldwide. These 
two considerations—the party's hegemonic role within a nation along 
with its intrinsic inter-nationalism—have persuaded political commenta- 
tors to treat the communist-bloc countries, not as nation-states, but 
as party-states. 

Now, if we take the ideal of the party-state at face value, a problem 
immediately arises for geopolitical astrology. Where for the na- 
tion-state there is but one founding moment, for the party-state 
there may actually be two: one for the incorporation of the party 
and another for the proclamation of independence. Which of these 
two moments, then, is likely to have the greater predictive power 
when it comes to subsequent events? Theoretical Marxists would 
perhaps assume the former; traditional astrologers would probably 
choose the latter. In practical terms the question usually can be 
decided in favor of the proclamation chart, if only because most 
communist parties, once in power, tend to revert to the capital- 
ist model. Thus, for instance, "the whole history of the Commu- 
nist party of the Soviet Union has seen increasing emphasis on the 
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national, as against the proletarian, conception of the Communist 
party." Here is a case where the astrology of the party fades in 
importance over time, whatever resonance it may have had with the 
early years of the regime. 

In the case of the People's Republic of China the resolution of the 
problem is not so obvious, however. Although there is a strong 
strain of nationalism in that country too, less stress is placed there 
upon the national identity than upon the unity of the people. For the 
Chinese the notion of "the people"—jenmin— excludes the ex- 
ploiting classes, which still operate within its borders. In the- 
ory at least, so long as class enemies and unreconstructed indi- 
vidualists exist, China cannot view itself as an integral national 
entity. No such qualification applies to the communist party of 
course, since it was founded for the very purpose of struggling against 
such elements. In China, moreover, a long period passed between 
the founding of the party and its ultimate accession to power. In 
the interim, a close relationship was established between it and the 
masses without the state's sanction. 

The Chinese Communist Party was founded on 1" July 1921 
during its first congress at the Po Wen Girls' School in Shanghai. 
For this occasion there were only 13 delegates on hand, represent- 
ing 57 cell members in all; but among these was Mao Tse-tung, then in 
his 28" year. On that day o’, B and the O formed a triple conjunction 
at 8° ©, from which they closely trined ¥ in H. In this configuration, 
we have a startling symbol for these future revolutionaries, who 
would cut through millennia of Confucian dogma to arouse the 
slumbering power of a backward peasantry. 4 and % furthermore 
both oppose X from Tl, indicating that the revolutionaries would 
have to take great risks if they were to succeed in their struggle 
against the entrenched landlord class. Astrologically, this was a 
powerful and auspicious moment, and its anniversary is still 
officially celebrated in China today. 

Simply by noting the transits of » in hard aspect to its position 
in 1921 (Figure 1) we can make a rough sketch of the critical 
stages in the party's development from that time. Thus, in its first stage 
the party pursued a united front policy with the governing Kuomin- 
tang under Chiang Kai-shek. Always uneasy, never more than a mar- 
riage of convenience, this alliance broke down completely in 1927 
amid a slew of massacres and armed uprisings. Faced with annihilation, the 
party had to abandon its Russian-inspired strategy of organizing the 
urban working class. After considerable debate, it chose instead to adopt 
Mao's rural strategy, which emphasized the key importance of revolu- 
tionary bases among the peasantry. As areflection of this shift, Mao was ap- 
pointed the secretary of the Special Committee of the main base area in 
March 1928, precisely as > squared its original position from 19° ». 
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Figure 1: The 1" % Cycle of the Chinese Communist Party, 
founded 1* July 1921 in Shanghai 


1. 1928: Shift from urban to rural strategy at Mao’s urging. 
1936: Communist forces regroup in Shensi-Kansu after 
Long March. 

3. 1943: During Rectification Campaign Mao adopts the mass 
line. 

4. 1950: All Nationalist forces driven from the mainland. 


Over the next six years Mao's forces in the hinterland drove 
back four Kuomintang encirclements, but they were finally dis- 
lodged by a massive and systematic onslaught in October 1934. 
Thus began the Long March from the southern province of Kiangsi 
to Shensi, far to the north. For Mao and his First Front Army 
the march was completed in October of the following year; how- 
ever, he was not joined the Second and the Fourth Front Ar- 
mies until May of 1936, when » exactly opposed its original posi- 
tion. At this point, then, the communist forces were consoli- 
dated in a remote province with no effective presence in the 
great cities of China—their original base—at all. Theirs was in- 
deed a precarious situation. 

But in the summer of 1937, the Sino-Japanese War broke out, 
and once again the communist party entered into a united front 
with the Kuomintang, this time in the defense of China as a whole. 
The communists made it their task to wage guerrilla war behind the 
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Japanese lines. In this they were successful and a growing population 
thus fell under their control. To ensure that these liberated zones would 
be administered in a socialist manner, Mao launched a large-scale 
rectification campaign in February 1942. 

Its purpose was to create a new leadership type, the cadre, who 
was comfortable with bureaucratic procedure, yet committed to con- 
stant change. In June 1943, at the height of this campaign, Mao for the 
first time set forth his own administrative ideal, which was to be- 
come known as the mass line. In a directive, he wrote that a cadre 
should take the scattered ideas of the masses, concentrate them, and 
then propagate these ideas among the masses until they embraced 
them as their own. Here Mao was advocating a feedback model of 
government only a few weeks before » in I] made a waning square 
to its position in July 1921. 5 

Partly because of the 
rectification campaign the 
People's Liberation Army was 
vastly augmented with 
enthusiastic recruits and puppet 
deserters. Soon after the 
surrender of Japan in August 
1945, a series of skirmishes 
took place between it and the 
Kuomintang forces, which 
quickly escalated into a civil 
war. Although at first greatly Quttumbersd the communists even- 
tually gained the upper hand, and with all of China north of the 
Yangtze liberated, they proclaimed a People's Republic on 1* Octo- 
ber 1949. On that day, » in Tl? had moved to within 8” of 4's posi- 
tion in the 1921 chart. How ominous for the prospects of intellec- 
tual freedom within Party ranks! Two months later % would com- 
plete its long cycle. However, another year would elapse before the 
Kuomintang remnants were driven from the mainland and from the 
island of Hainan, so that the entire period of 1949-50 may be 
thought of as the Party's first return. Now that state was subject to 
its control; now its authority was exclusive and legitimate. The CCP in a 
sense had come of age. 

The chart for the Republic's inauguration (Figure 2) is powerful 
in its own right. Though not so close in longitude as in the Party 
chart, o and PB are once again conjunct. Now, however, they are situ- 
ated in ©, which is more forthright and less subject to victimiza- 
tion than @. In fact, this conjunction suggests the raw and even 
ruthless exercise of power; and from its square to Q in Tl we can imag- 
ine with what secret relish this wong be carried out. Also, in this chart the O 
is separating from a square to ¥ in &, in the Party's chart the two planets 
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were trine. The later alignment indicates that the government, having 
aroused the masses, must now take its distance from them, if awkwardly. In 
doing so it may have to coat its activities with syrups of propaganda, sig- 
nified by 2 ¢ Yin 2. 

Such a strong inaugural chart will certainly be activated by tran- 
sits in the following years, and we should wonder then if the 
Party's chart applies at all in the period of its second » cycle— 
from 1950 to 1979—or if it has been wholly supplanted by the in- 
augural event. In considering this possibility, it is not enough 
anymore simply to note the transits of % to its original position, 
because that has been blended with the inaugural situation. With 
two cycles potentially in play—those ofthe party and the state—we 
cannot sweep across time in so cavalier a fashion. Instead, our ap- 
proach will be to study a single situation in depth, in order to savor 
its resonance with one or the other chart. For this investigation, we have 
chosen that period of fanatic revitalizing activity known as the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. 


Figure 2: The 1 Cycle of the People’s Republic of China, 
founded 15:15 ST, 1 October 1949 in Peking 
Ascendant: 6° 10° s#%*, MC: 27° 08’ TL 


The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution begins 
internal campaign waged against Lin Piao faction 
1978: Teng group begins the process of de-Maoizatiion. 


= 


72 


Consideratios XVIII: 1 


NE OF THE fruits of the 22** Congress of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union, held in October 1961, was the proclama- 

tion that Soviet Russia had become a state of the whole 

people, the first nation in the world to eradicate internal class 
struggle. Although the Congress conceded that the stage of communism 
had not yet quite been reached, it did assert that class domination and 
class suppression had at least been overcome. The implication of this 
position was that a lone party-state could advance a great distance down 
the socialist road no matter what the rest of the world was about. 

For Mao Tse-tung this Russian claim amounted to an especially 
dangerous form of national chauvinism, one that threatened 
socialist movements everywhere at their very roots. Lacking any dialec- 
tical insight, the Soviet Congress chose to blind itself to the con- 
tradictory and inevitably distorting position occupied by socialist 
states within the contemporary capitalist world economy. In this 
milieu there was always the risk that party bureaucrats would re- 
sort to criteria of profitability in making decisions, even though 
they had fully nationalized the internal means of production. Be- 
guiled by the consumer ethic, seduced by the imperative of technol- 
ogy, and finally penetrated by multinational enterprise, the so- 
called socialist nations could be expected to postpone the attain- 
ment of their highest goals until more narrowly defined economic 
concerns were satisfied. And would they ever be satisfied? 

For Mao, the dilemma of socialist nations at that time was that a 
bourgeois superstructure could survive the economic transition to 
socialism indefinitely. In his words, "the elimination of the system of 
ownership by the exploiting classes through socialist transforma- 
tion is not equal to the disappearance of struggle in the political 
and ideological spheres." He contended that this struggle could 
only be resolved on a global scale, with all the countries of the 
world "going forward to communism" simultaneously. Such a process 
with all its twists and sharp turns was certain to stretch over scores 
of years or even longer. 

Although Mao's views were given endorsement by the Tenth 
Plenum of the Chinese Communist Party, held from 24" to 27" 
September 1962, they nevertheless remained unwelcome to key per- 
sonnel within the steering elite. Foremost among these was Liu 
Shaoch'i, Mao's heir apparent, who throughout his career attempted 
"to combine order with revolution and equality with economic effi- 
ciency and technocratic values.” Liu contended that the class 
struggle was "dying out" in China, and that any tendencies to re- 
store capitalism were in any case not to be found within the leader- 
ship circles, but rather in certain sectors of the peasantry, or per- 
haps among corrupt local cadres. Such smugness, such obtuseness 
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was thoroughly alarming to Mao. To him it was proof that China 
had already started down the same path as the USSR, towards bu- 
reaucratic routinization and the petrifaction of self-interested class strata. 

To uproot this tendency Mao put renewed emphasis on the mass 
line. Circumventing normal party channels, he initiated direct 
communication with the Chinese people, encouraging them to 
openly confront party personnel and question their decisions. The 
vehicle by which this was to be done he called the Great Proletar- 
ian Cultural Revolution. What resulted from Mao's initiative is 
surely unique in world history, for in the course of the years 1965 
to 1968 "a so-called totalitarian regime governing a quarter of the 
world's population ordered its people to seize power from itself for 
the sake of revolution." In that process, all of China was made to convulse. 


Figure 3: The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 


Inner circle Second circle Outer circle 
CCP’s founding PRC’s founding ‘Wu Han’s article 
1* July 1921 1* October 1949 10 November 1965 
Noon, Shanghai Noon, Peking Noon, Shanghai 


To appreciate the full significance of this officially sanctioned 
insurgency we must know something about the astrology of the 
time. Of foremost importance here are the series of conjunctions 
made by X and 2 on the 16" and 17" degrees of I?. These conjunc- 
tions occurred geocentrically on 9 October 1965, on 5" April 1966 


74 


Consideratios XVII: 1 


and on 30” June 1966. Moreover, in this same period % in 1 was op- 
posing both outer planets: in April 1965, in August 1965, and in Feb- 
ruary 1966. Finally, ¥ alone was opposed by » in November 1966 
and January 1967. Such a triple alignment is very rare. It last 
occurred in 1852, when all three planets were conjoined. At that time, 
in China, the mammoth Taiping Revolution broke out. 

By blending the natures of ¥ and P in their transit through IT?) we 
can generate a number of key phrases that underline aspects of the 
Cultural Revolution. In combination these planets thus signify: 
either worker radicalism or the dispersion of the work force; either 
ideological terrorism or mass liberation; either a zigzag pattern of 
power brokerage or the fragmentation of the power elite; either fa- 
natical purification or a scatological plunge. With » in opposi- 
tion, these potentials come to a sharp focus in the seizure of power 
from an entrenched bureaucracy, or in the deft manipulation of an 
aroused and volatile populace. But it has been left to a psycho- 
historian, Robert J. Lifton, to provide us with the most profound de- 
lineation of this triple alignment. In his words, the Cultural Revolu- 
tion was "an all-consuming death-and-rebirth experience, an induced 
catastrophe together with a prescription for reconstituting the world 
being destroyed."’ Animating this experience is a psychological 
attitude he calls revolutionary immortality, "a shared sense of par- 
ticipating in permanent revolutionary fermentation and of transcend- 
ing individual death by ‘living on' indefinitely within this continu- 
ing revolution." Such a condition produces "agitated extremities of 
destruction and attempted revitalization,” it casts one's opponents, 
who embody inadmissible subterranean conflicts, in demonological 
garb; and it sustains a posture of militant rectitude that is constantly 
belied by malignant death imagery. Non-revolutionaries are bad 
eggs. Counter-revolutionaries are broken eggs! They must dig 
out their guts; change their bones. Such was the kind of slogan 
heard in Communist China in the mid-sixties. Under the same 
planetary influence in China of the Ch'ing the Taipings would rou- 
tinely call their opponents "imps" and "demons". 

In the throes of the triple alignment, political activists again and 
again are made to confront their own unmastered death anxieties. 
In reaction, they might at times strive to objectify themselves 
without remainder as "stainless screws in the locomotive of revolu- 
tion". In such an image, »—spiralic, cold and unyielding—actually 
rivets the boiler tight, while B and ¥ build up a head of steam. But at 
other times, the activists would urge an ultra-subjective "reliance 
upon will and psychic power to achieve technological goals.” 
When men listen to Chairman Mao, machinery listens to men. With 


Lifton, E. J. Revolutionary Immortality. New York: Vantage. 1968. 
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P and X both rampant, slogans such as this, which refuse to admit 
any distinction between mind and matter, seem perfectly self- 
evident. Today, with the influence abated, they sound lunatic. 
Associated with the triple alignment there is a further level of 
meaning, which can be closely documented as the planetary pat- 
terns unfold. This has to do more narrowly with the purging of 
the Communist Party itself. In China, as we have already mentioned, 
great emphasis is placed upon the Party as representing the 
revolutionary interests of the proletariat. Consequently, there is 
also a widespread, chronic anxiety that the Party will harden into a 
self-serving apparatus remote from the people. This possibility 
seems to have become a firm reality, at least in Mao's mind, as » 
transited the ¥ of the Party's incorporation chart. In the same pe- 
riod, however, ¥ and PB were transiting the Party's 4. At this unique 
juncture, Mao was able to maneuver the Party into assuming two 
utterly irreconcilable roles: that of leader and target of the Cultural 
Revolution. We might also note here that transiting ¥ in Tl) would 
oppose Mao's in & through most of 1966 and 1967. As in the case 
of other revitalizing prophets, this aspect released a gush of redemp- 
tive enthusiasm; but for Mao, still the Party chairman, it led fur- 
ther to the blithe dissipation of his country's productive assets. 
Although stirrings were felt in military circles during the sum- 
mer of 1965, the cultural revolution did not become a matter of 
public attention until 10" November,’ with the publication of a 
piece of literary criticism in the Shanghai daily. Written under 
the name of Yao Wen-yuan, the piece was soberly titled "Com- 
ments on the Newly Written Historical Opera, Dismissal of Hai 
Jui." Hai Jui had been a quasi-historical official of the Ming period 
who was cashiered by the Emperor, after returning land to the peas- 
ants that corrupt officials had seized from them’. Wu Han, the 
vice-mayor of Peking, had authored the play in 1961 as an oblique 
attack on the arbitrariness of Mao Tse-tung. Because he was then 
somewhat in eclipse for having instigated the disastrous Great Leap 


? What may bea mere quibble for historians can be quite a headache for as- 
trologers. Thus, one major, though recent source on the Cultural Revolution 
gives 11" November as the date of publication, while four other sources cite 
the 10. Although the later date yields a "better" chart, we shall have 
to follow the weight of authority here. 

3 Hai Jui is said to have memorialized the Emperor in February 1566. 
On 28" January 1566 ¥ at 15° ~ squared B at 15° H, while ¥ opposed X 
from [I]. A T-square had thus formed amongst the three outer planets. 
Four hundred years Wu Han was denounced as ¥ and P crossed the trig- 
ger point of the earlier configuration. Across such a span of time can 
we feel any twinge of significance? 
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Forward, Mao did not find it opportune to counterattack at that 
time. Instead, he spent four years preparing his ground before or- 
dering the publication of Yao's criticism, a mildly worded article 
that would nevertheless soon become "a prime detonator of the 
cultural revolution." 

To the highly politicized Chinese the implications of the event 
were immediately transparent, and a controversy over Wu Han was 
carried on for several weeks in newspapers all over China. Opinion 
in balance ran in favor of Peking's vice-mayor, and from this Mao 
could only conclude that his own line was being challenged. 
Thus, on 21 December—the very day that P made station—the 
Chairman intervened a second time, making it quite clear that the 
play was a political affront to himself personally. In February, 
Mao's opponents circulated a document that put the accent firmly 
on the academic value of the debate and called on the participants 
to follow the pragmatic axiom without construction there can be no 
real and thorough destruction. At the same time, however, Mao 
and Lin Piao convened a kind of cultural forum in Shanghai, which 
was led by Mao's wife, Chiang Ch'ing. Their report, in stark contrast, 
stressed the class significance of cultural disputes, even to the point 
of criticizing Stalin for his "liberal" attitudes to Russian and Soviet 
literature. This Shanghai forum, which explicitly revealed a clash 
between conservatives and radicals within the ruling circles, ran 
from the 2" to 20" February. On the 20" of February *% precisely op- 
posed P. 

Mao stepped up the tempo of his offensive on 7™ May, as the O 
and of trined X-P from 8, by calling on the army to take an active 
role in the Cultural Revolution. Accordingly, on the following day the 
Liberation Army Daily published an article entitled "Open Fire 
Against the Anti-Party, Anti-Socialist Black Line", which consid- 
erably aggravated the tone of the debate. Then, on 16" May 1966, 
with o closely opposing ¥, Mao issued his famous Circular, calling 
upon the people, and particularly the youth, "to wage protracted 
struggle against bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideology". In going 
outside of normal channels, by resorting to a direct mobilization of 
the masses, Mao markedly escalated the legitimating crisis, setting it 
upon an unpredictable course that would bring about fundamental 
changes "that had not been accomplished by Communist rule during 
the previous seventeen years." 

In response to Mao's call an embryonic youth organization 
known as the Red Guards launched a ruthless campaign to extermi- 
nate the Four Olds: old ideas, old cultures, old customs, and old 
habits. As it happened, the first targets for attack were the privileged 
circles within the universities who were accused of perpetuating 
conservative traditions. 
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But why did Mao, the master strategist, choose to make his 
thrust on this flank? Here the transits of + may provide a key. Through 
June of 1965 4 in Il formed the apex of a T-square with » in H and 
X-B in Tl. Later, on 1s® February 1966, during the Shanghai Forum, 
\ again formed the same T-square, while turning direct at 21° 
I. Normally the tension of such a pattern seeks release in the sign oppo- 
site its apex, which in this case would be ». Implied here, then, was 
the possibility of resolving the struggle between conservatives and 
radicals for control of the Chinese party-state in an arena suitable 
to ~. And this of course proved to be the universities. However, it 
wasn't until 4 entered @ and transited first the ¥ of the state's in- 
auguration, then o’ o B o O of the Party's incorporation, that the 
struggle would fully come out into the open. 


N THE SPRING of 1966 a group of radical students led 
by Nieh Yuan-tzu hit upon a simple means of communicating 
with the masses that altogether circumvented normal party 
channels. On the 23" and 27" of May ¥ and PE made sta- 
tion, turning direct. Between these two dates, on the 25", as % en- 
tered II, these students displayed their first tatzupao, or big character 
poster, which openly criticized the President of Peking University 
for taking a revisionist line. With the appearance of this poster the 
Party's troubles began in earnest, for "it represented the first time 
that an individual party member had challenged the organization in 
the name of correct ideology.” Coincident with the appearance of this 
first poster was the transit of 4 across the ¥ of the Party's incorpo- 
ration chart. This event held out the promise of renewal for a system that 
had settled into routine; but it also threatened fragmentation, should 
the system not accommodate itself in time. 

A few months later, on 5" August, Mao raised the stakes sen- 
sationally by displaying his own big character poster at Peking 
University. Entitled Bombard the Headquarters, it attacked "some 
leading comrades" for having "struck down the surging movement 
of the great cultural revolution of the proletariat. They have stood 
facts on their head and juggled black and white, encircled and sup- 
pressed revolutionaries, stifled opinions differing from their own, 
imposed a white terror, and felt very pleased with themselves". 
In such language, we can feel palpably the polarization of 4 over 
against X-P, which was the fundamental configuration of the time. 
Additionally, on 5" August o%, 2 and \ were all in close conjunc- 
tion from the 17" to the 19" degrees of @. They were therefore in a 
sextile relationship to ¥-B, communicating the implications of this 
rare and potent aspect in the strongest terms. 

In promoting communication with tatzupao the Maoist faction 
was able to gather information on local matters that could not 
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otherwise be obtained. Also, the posters were better suited to popular 
agitation than the conventional channels, because they dealt with 
specific issues. Yet in the astrological picture we have to see 
this development primarily as an expression of upper echelon ideal- 
ism. Three days before Mao took this action 4 had exactly trined ¥, 
and it did so from the very position occupied by § at the time of the 
founding of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921. Aspects between 4 
and ¥ run like a luminous thread through any discussion of revitali- 
zation movements worldwide. 


Figure 4: Mao Tse-Tung & the Cultural Revolution 


Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Birth of MaoTse-Tung Mao reveals that 
(unrectified) he is “the sinister hand” 
Noon, 26" December 1893 2 AM, 28" July 1968 
Shaoshanch’ung, Hunan Peking 


During the August Plenum of the Central Committee Mao went 
still further in defying the old guard by sponsoring a document 
known as the Sixteen Points. Officially adopted on 8 August, 
the Sixteen Points among other things acknowledged "the key role 
of the masses, the need of the masses to take in hand the affairs of 
the state, and the right of the masses to rebel". As a concrete 
embodiment of these resolutions Mao then launched the Red Guard 
movement at a gigantic dawn rally on 18" August. A scattering of 
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groups set up in June and July had foreshadowed this movement, 
but it wasn't until official sanction was given that it would spread 
throughout China. The policy by which this was to be done was 
called "the great exchange of experience". Announced on 31* 
August, this policy sought to carry Red Guards from Peking to the 
periphery of China, thus enabling the leadership to establish direct 
links with local student groups everywhere. 

Now it happens that on 18" August 4 was exactly opposing its 
position at the time of the inauguration of the People's Republic. 
Such a transit can allow events to get out of hand, and this in 
fact is what occurred with the Red Guards, who immediately 
plunged into ultra-left adventures. Thus, without any prompting 
from the press or the Maoist leadership, the students of Canton oc- 
cupied a key warehouse in the city, in order to "get the Great Prole- 
tarian Cultural Revolution in the factories under way." After nearly 
three weeks of occupation, the students were advised, via an edi- 
torial in the People's Daily of 7'* September, to keep clear of pro- 
duction areas. 4 by that point was moving into trine with », recom- 
mending some accommodation with the conservative interests, and 
in this case the students relented. But already excesses had oc- 
curred in every direction, reaching their peak in late August in a 
wave of "Red Terror", when the students set up private jails and 
subjected some of their class enemies to torture. 

While the fate of the Party organization hung in the balance, 
Mao's mood oscillated between detachment and disappointment. 
He recognized that there were long-suppressed tensions now rising 
to the surface in Chinese society, and that these would take years to 
resolve. They were not merely to be swept away in the enthusiasm of 
the moment. Nevertheless, after a period of backlash known as 
the December Black Winds, Mao once again decided to lend his full 
support to the radical faction. In this, his most daring undertaking, he 
consented to the January Power Seizure, whereby workers and peas- 
ants were at last directly involved in the Cultural Revolution. 
Now, as » and ¥ once more moved into opposition, it was declared 
that further growth in production depended upon the successful 
conclusion of the Cultural Revolution. Thus the mass at large—not just 
the students—were called upon to make full use of their democratic 
rights, in struggling to "prevent the usurping of the leadership by 
counter-revolutionary revisionism." 

The workers responded enthusiastically by initiating a wave of 
strikes from the end of December to the middle of January. In Shanghai 
basic services were paralyzed. No trains ran for ten days and the 
port itself was shut down. Later, workers in the food and commerce sec- 
tors went on strike for 43 days. All over China the pattern was re- 
peated, although apparently with less extremism. Under siege now 
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from students and workers alike, the bureaucratic apparatus began to 
split apart, with those cadres most closely affiliated with the work- 
ers publicly opposing their own privileges. Finally, on 9” January, 
three days after the 4 o° ¥, 38 Shanghai rebel groups announced the 
formation of a People's Commune with a steering committee 
as its highest organ. The central government in other words was no 
longer recognized as an authority over them. This action had Mao's 
personal endorsement. 

By mid-month the Shanghai rebels were parading high Party 
leaders through the streets, and what was left of the city administra- 
tion was completely crippled. On 16" January, the Party Committees 
were ordered to give power to whomever should want it, and on the 
22™ "power seizure" was adopted as an official policy. All of this was 
done expressly in the spirit of the Paris Commune, which was held 
up as an example of the unlimited spontaneity of the masses. 

The tide turned again in mid-February, when the Peking leader- 
ship outlawed certain ad hoc organizations set up to defend the 
rights of temporary workers in Shanghai, declaring that there could 
be no economic equality for workers in this category. 4 was once 
again A %, counseling a return to normalcy, and thus a brief period 
of unity between the Maoists and the most oppressed part of the 
Chinese working class came to an end. Later, in an official 10 March 
editorial, as retrograde P passed within one 1’ of %'s position in 
the chart of the Party's founding, this policy in turn was reversed. 
Thereafter the central organs of government pursued a contradictory 
course by encouraging power seizures while at the same time 
checking disruption of production. 

That summer there was a widening of the arena of violence. On 20" 
July 1967, two emissaries from Peking were kidnapped at Wuhan 
with the connivance of the local military leaders. Confronted 
with what in fact was a mutiny, the central government promptly 
dispatched naval vessels and an airborne division to Wuhan, and 
both emissaries were freed the very next day. At the same time, how- 
ever, the masses were called upon to seize power from the reac- 
tionaries in the army. In Chiang Ch'ing's slogan, enunciated on 
22°¢ July, the Red Guards were to "defend with weapons and attack 
with words". Thus encouraged, the radicals seized weapons from 
military units all over China and the Cultural Revolution soon en- 
tered a new phase of armed struggle, which in some places re- 
sembled nothing so much as a civil war. The city of Changsha was such 
aplace. There, in the clench of ¥-P, the people suffered "a nightmare 
sprung up from the darkest place in the human mind, full of terrify- 
ing images that flashed and faded but never held still enough to 
be grasped, just melting on and on into new ones, each more dis- 
torted than the last." 
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In this renewed wave of struggle many government ministries 
were once more faced with complete paralysis, the most seriously 
disrupted being that of Foreign Affairs, which was occupied for 
five days in August, as P, now direct, transited the % of the 
Party's incorporation for a third time. Then, as this last transit waned, 
the official position was again reversed. On 20" August 20 any 
attempts to "drag out the handful of power holders in the army" 
were repudiated; and on 5™ September Chiang Ch'ing discounted 
her own inflammatory slogan of the previous July. By the fall, a 
centrally coordinated program was launched to establish "revolu- 
tionary committees", tripartite bodies consisting of representatives 
of the People's Liberation Army, cadres of the Communist Party 
and members of the various mass organizations. This period of rec- 
onciliation persisted until the end of May 1968, when P again 
made station, turning direct within 1° of the Party's » position. 
In the following two months, the armed struggle reached a new 
peak. Weapons seizures again occurred, with some mass organi- 
zations even raiding trains carrying military supplies through 
Kwangsi to North Vietnam. In this phase, both sides employed 
every conceivable weapon and there was considerable carnage, 
until on the 3“ July the Centre issued an order identifying anyone 
engaged in armed struggle as a class enemy. 

Even so there remained a nucleus of student radicals at Tsinghua 
University on the outskirts of Peking, who denied that this order 
applied to themselves. Barricaded into two die-hard, mutually hostile 
camps, they dismissed all peace overtures as the manipulation of a 
"sinister hand", and when a Workers’ Propaganda Team tried to oc- 
cupy the University complex, these students fired upon it with 
homemade weapons, killing and wounding a number of its mem- 
bers. At this point Mao intervened decisively. In "the small hours" 
of 28" July he summoned the four most radical leaders, among whom 
was Nieh Ytran-tzu, who had displayed the first tatzupao. Bluntly the 
Chairman accused these four of left extremism, of being swollen 
with pride; and he declared: "If you are looking for a sinister hand, I 
am that sinister hand. I sent the Team. You will have to blame 
me.” With this revelation the students’ resistance quickly col- 
lapsed and the last armed struggle of the Cultural Revolution ended. 

Already the Chairman had imposed his authority many times, in 
moods ranging from flippancy to icy disenchantment. Thus, to 
deepen our understanding of this period we must know something 
about the astrological influences that were bearing upon him per- 
sonally. For Mao, the natal pattern most strongly activated in the 
mid-sixties was a fixed T-square involving @ in #* squared by \ in © 
and o in Tl. Such a pattern, among other things, can indicate a 
consuming delight in protracted struggle. Now, although there is no 
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widely accepted rectification for Mao's birth, it is likely that transit- 
ing ¥ first squared his 2 in November 1965; that it first opposed his 
\ in February 1966; and that it conjoined his & in January 1968, 
when the Center voluntarily relinquished its power. In April 1968, as 
¥ retrograde conjoined his & for a second time, Mao would predict 
the revival of the Party structure within six months to a year. Six 
months later, as ¥ conjoined his o for the last time, that proc- 
ess was already well underway. 

Though he steadied the helm, finally, as he passed through $'s 
realm, the Chairman was left greatly puzzled. "In the past," he wrote, 
"we could easily fight the war of conquering South and North, be- 
cause our enemy was clear. Compared with that kind of war, the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution was much more complicated... The 
main reason was that [the demarcation line between enemy and 
friend] was unclear, because of the confused mix of ideological 
mistakes with antagonistic contradictions.” He who had launched 
a valiant campaign to revitalize the Communist Party ended up 
casting about in vain far a tangible opponent. In short, the great- 
est military figure of our time was becoming—there is no other 
word—punch-drunk. 


OR WHAT WAS to be his last supper with Lin Piao, 
Chairman Mao presented wild ginseng gathered fresh in the 
field by a survey team. There was lobster and salmon 
flown in by a military plane. Mao himself used his chop- 
sticks to serve Lin with the precious tendons of a tiger shot recently in 
Manchuria, and he unsealed a battle of imperial wine laid up 482 years 
before during the Ming dynasty. After these delights, the party re- 
tired to another banquet room to eat fresh fruit from the south. Re- 
marking that the Chairman must be tired from his recent journey to 
Shanghai, Lin and his wife said their goodnights around 10:45 and 
stepped into their chauffeur-driven Red Flag limousine. A little 
way down the drive they skidded to a halt in front of a car parked 
at angles across the road, and at that very moment they were fired upon 
by two anti-tank rockets at pointblank range. The limo was gutted in- 
stantly, its occupants incinerated. Lin's corpse alone was recogniz- 
able from some features that remained intact around his right eye. 

The chairman, who had personally ordered the attack, only 
shrugged. "As to who in this is guilty, it doesn't matter what any- 
one says. I don't really give a damn.” With this one remark 
in September 1971 he wrote off a comradeship that began in 1928 in 
the Soviet base area of Chingkangshang. Perhaps, when facing destruc- 
tion from a tangible foe, Mao and Lin had found life simpler back 
then. 

Lin Piao was already making a reputation far himself as a regi- 
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mental commander when the two men first met. Three years later in 
1931, fully recognizing his military gifts, Mao appointed Lin com- 
mander of the Communist-led First Army Carps. Later, during the 
Long March from 1934 to 1936 Lin commanded the key central 
column, and he so distinguished himself that in Yenan Mao made 
him commander of the entire Red Army. On the military side, Lin 
scored a number of brilliant victories against the Japanese, while 
on the political side he served simultaneously as president of the 
Anti-Japanese Military and Political University, a cadre training 
school. During the Civil War in the late 1940s, Lin commanded the 
Communist forces in Manchuria, bringing that entire region under 
Communist control within two years' time. From there he rolled 
the Nationalist forces back across central China, waging a series of mas- 
sive battles that culminated with the capture of Hainan Island in 1950. 
By then the ranks of his Fourth Field Army 
exceeded a million men. 

During these long years of war Mao and 
Lin became the closest of comrades and 
their personal relationship became in effect 
a model for how the Party and the Army 
might cooperate in the future. 

Lin was once quoted as saying that "the 
way to save your own skin is to get your 
enemy's blood and guts first. To achieve 
victory, you must leave the enemy behind in 
the valley of death, and it is best to put 
him there at the very outset.” For the most part outnumbered by 
the Japanese and by the Nationalists Lin was not one to commit his 
forces unless assured of a decisive victory. But at the outbreak of the 
Korean War Lin felt no such confidence, for he was familiar neither 
with the American Army nor with the Korean terrain. Lin thus 
declined Mao's offer of the position of supreme commander in 
this theatre. His refusal, plus the fact of his poor health, left Lin in 
political eclipse throughout the fifties. 

A turning point in his career came in the wake of the August 
1959 Plenum of the Eighth Central Committee. The then Minister 
of National Defense, Peng Te-huai, had called Mao to account 
over the twin disasters of the Great Leap Forward and the com- 
munalization campaign. For such unprecedented audacity, Peng 
was purged. Lin was duly appointed to his position. 
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Figure 5: Lin Piao 


Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Birth (unrectified) His death (unofficial version) 
Noon, 7" December 1907 11 PM, 12" September 1971 
Huang-kang hsein, Hupei Peking 


Because the Korean War had not gone well for China, Peng 
had struggled to professionalize the People's Liberation Army. 
Lin on the other hand sought to shape the Army on the basis of 
Mao's concept of a people's war. In order to implement Mao's line he 
went about reestablishing the priority of Party control in accor- 
dance with the "political work system", which Mao had advocated. 
From this there followed a series of mass movements designed to 
strengthen and politicize the PLA. By 1962 Lin judged his over- 
haul of the military a success, and he thereafter urged the society at 
large to take the Army as its model. In all sectors of civilian life, 
"political work departments" were organized and staffed by army 
cadres, and in the period between 1964 and 1966 a form of military 
structure was imposed upon schools, enterprises, factories, and even 
Party organs throughout China. In connection with these mass campaigns 
Lin took a leading role in producing the prototype of the Red Book, 
an important first step in the vulgarization of Mao's thought. 

This commander of the world's largest army was described as a 
slim, slumped figure; his face as "doleful and mousy except when 


85 


Smith: Party, State, Potentate 


he flashed a winsome smile.” Immersed throughout his military 
career in a law and order mentality, Lin vastly overestimated the 
power of ideology in guiding and stimulating action. "By the same 
token he overlooked the tremendous deadening effect that would re- 
sult from such intolerance of any sort of unorthodox thinking and 
from the weariness induced by repetition to the point of satiety." 

In astrological terms much of Lin's taste for propaganda is con- 
veyed by a natal T-square, involving the O in = mediating the op- 
position of ¥ in 4 and ¥ in &.* In this configuration we can sense 
his fear of ambiguity and loss of control, symbolized by the square 
of ¥ to the O; and we can also sense how this might be compen- 
sated for through displays of rash and even arbitrary authority, sym- 
bolized by X in square to the O. In his propaganda activities, Lin 
struggled to make a corpus of revolutionary directives presentable 
to the populace for easy digestion. For him this was best done by 
drawing upon the hard angle of ¥ to the O: He tears passages from 
Mao's collected works and then re-arranges them by theme, with no 
embedding, no context. Pithy and succinct, such a format to his mind 
ought to awaken the otherwise dormant masses, and fast. In Lin's own 
life from 1928 to 1931, when he took command of the First 
Army Corps, transiting ¥ in T aligned with this natal T-square to 
form a cardinal cross. How much-did the instantaneity of combat draw 
Lin out of dither? And did the stress of this natal configuration 
continue to register in his caved-in but curiously vibrant physique? 

During the late 1960s, with ¥ opposing his 4, Mao encouraged 
the popular idolatry of his own person and thought, in order to 
forge a mass base against the disenchanted technocrats within 
CCP circles. It was to Lin, however, that he entrusted the actual 
task of molding and articulating this personality cult. In his work as 
an agitator work Lin first underwrote Mao's immortality by publiciz- 
ing the Yangtze River swim and by incessantly praising the good 
fortune "of living under the shadow of such a great tree". From 
this he went on to raise Mao's thought itself to a position of uni- 
versal truth, even though this meant jettisoning its dialectic thrust. 
Then, with the ¥-B alignment opposing his own »%, Lin quite threw 
all restraint to the winds. A sycophantic impulse took hold of him and 
his adulation for the Chairman knew no bounds. In a speech given 


* Lin's ) is also situated somewhere near the apex of this T-square, but since 
we are relying here on an unrectified chart, the longitude of this luminary 
may be different by as much as 6° from its noon value. The J, there- 
fore, is not included in this analysis, however much it suggests the emo- 
tional fulfillment Lin must have felt as Mao's interpreter. Quite literally, 
he threw his whole being into the role. 
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on 19" September 1966 Lin asked: "Is there anyone higher than Chair- 
man Mao among foreigners or among the ancients? Is there 
anyone with such a mature thought? A genius such as Chairman 
Mao occurs only once every several centuries in the world and 
only once every several thousand years in China. Chairman Mao is 
the greatest genius in the world.” And later, in December, in a preface 
to yet another edition of The Red Book, Lin characterized Mao's 
thought as a "spiritual atom bomb" of infinite power. 

As his propaganda activities more and more occupied center 
stage Marshal Lin found a personality cult growing up around his 
own person. This he actively encouraged by promulgating the thesis of 
the three assistants: What Engels was for Marx, and Stalin for 
Lenin, Lin Piao was for Mao Tse-tung. Mao himself at the Ninth 
Party Congress finally acknowledged this not-so-subtle hint in 
April 1969, when he officially declared Lin to be his successor. A few 
months later Lin's official biography was published. Entitled Chair- 
man Mao's Successor, it characterized the Vice-Chairman as "the 
closest comrade-in-arms and best pupil of Chairman Mao.” With 
\ that year conjoining his © and ) in , Lin had reached the pin- 
nacle of his career. 

A wiser man than Lin would have realized just how perilous the 
successor's role could be, especially after the fall of Liu Shao-ch'i, 
who had been second in line until 1966. The Chairman had always said 
that a general should never have the opportunity to rebel, but now 
Mao was in his 70s and he was entering a King Lear phase, which 
made him all the more suspicious of his old comrade's ambition. 
Their growing estrangement was kept mostly under veil until the 
Second Plenum of the Ninth Central Committee held at Lushan 
from 23 August to 6" September 1970. Mao later described this 
event as a "struggle between two headquarters." In the first days 
of the conference, a faction led by Ch'en Po-ta, a strong Lin Piao 
supporter, launched a "surprise attack" on Mao's authority. Mao maneu- 
vered rapidly to unseat Ch'en. Then, without mentioning Lin by 
name, he proceeded to accuse anyone who called him a genius of 
being a phony and a betrayer. Finally, he went about clipping Lin's 
"party feathers" by breaking up and gerrymandering his power 
bases in the various command posts of government. 

Lin fought back desperately with bureaucratic means at first, 
but when it became clear that he was on the point of being de- 
posed, Lin, in company with a number of top military leaders, 
began plotting a military coup. Code-named Project 571 (pronounced 
in Chinese this number is a homonym for "armed uprising"), the 
coup was to begin in the Shanghai-Nanking area and then spread to 
other areas of the country through coordinated action. Referring 
to Mao as B-52, the plotters decided that the old man would have to be 
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killed somehow by means of poison gas, biological weaponry, bombs, car 
accidents, assassination, kidnapping or urban guerrilla warfare. 

In fact, their scheme very nearly succeeded. There is an official as 
well as an unofficial version, but both concur that an ambush was 
laid near a railway bridge somewhere between Shanghai and Peking. 
Mao's personal train was scheduled to pass this point on 11" September 
1971 and it was to be destroyed with 60mm anti-tank missiles fired 
in clusters. At the very last minute, though, Lin himself intervened. 
He pointed out that the success of the ambush depended upon the 
technical reliability of the weapons. This, however, violated a strate- 
gic maxim of his, which consisted in putting people first. Besides, a 
coup by ambush might precipitate a huge civil war. 

According to the unofficial version Lin argued for a counter- 
scheme, which he code-named Jade Tower Mountain. If this is 
essentially correct, then we have to accept that Lin's judgment was 
by now deranged. For what he intended was to provoke a conflict 
with the Soviets that would quickly escalate into general war. 
Within two weeks, Manchuria and much of North China would be 
engulfed in battle. This would force Mao and his top advisors to 
take refuge in the underground command center of "Jade Tower Moun- 
tain". Lin would then have his loyal divisions surround the installa- 
tion and have the occupants killed inside at his leisure. That such a 
mammoth and convoluted plot, involving as it did a foreign 
power, whole armies and a battle front of a thousand miles, 
could ever be considered more practical than a straightforward 
sneak attack suggests, again, some disturbing factor in the mind 
of the man who conceived of it. In astrological terms, such a factor is 
immediately obvious: X by transit was now conjoining Lin's natal O. 

Apart from encouraging rash acts and unbalanced judgments, 
this transit may also token sudden reversals of fortune. In accept- 
ing Mao's invitation to dine with him of the evening of 12" Sep- 
tember 1971, Lin was apparently confident that the Chairman had 
no wind of the conspiracy. What he did not know was that his 
own daughter, Lin Li-heng, had already informed Chou En-lai of 
the assassination plot. Like a feudal king, Mao was arranging a banquet 
that tasted of sweet, cold revenge.” 


° ‘The official version of the incident has Lin dying with his family in a plane 
crash near Undur Khan, Mongolia, at 2:30 A.M. on 13” September, 
while trying to escape to the Soviet Union. Although it is not possible to 
establish the truth of either version purely from astrological reasoning, the 
fact remains that this is the "weaker" of the two charts. That for 11:00 
P.M. in Peking the previous night has the ) and in exact square on the 
29" degree of [I and Ill respectively. In the later chart the ), at 02° @, has 
moved safely out of orb. Moreover, in the first chart the transiting ascendant 
has swept through [I to within a degree of Lin's natal P, while in the 
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Not in any ordinary sense was Lin's violent death a visionary 
episode. Yet, there on that night, in what is virtually a signature of 
inspired mind, were 4 and ¥ approaching conjunction on the first 
degree of ! How is this to be understood? Why was no one espe- 
cially light-hearted at this banquet in Peking? 

When the 4-¥ pair is set within the overall event pattern it 
can be seen as forming the base of a T-square, being opposed to » 
at 6° II and squared to § at 1° Tl. This darkens the picture somewhat, 
and now we can discern an astrological source for Lin's oddly vacil- 
lating spirit on that last day. The old Marshal cannot decide 
what is real and what is merely the result of his excited imagination. 
Does B-52 know of his plot or not? % in I] is fretful under stress, 
and Lin finds himself shouting "somewhat hysterically" for a little 
peace and quiet so that he can make uphis mind when to initiate the 
Jade Mountain scheme. Unluckily for him % carries the day; he 
decides to postpone the border provocation until the 17" or 18™ of 
September. Perhaps the implications of this T-square are best 
summed up in an anti-Lin slogan that went the rounds during the 
vilification campaign that followed his death: Mayflies try in vain 
to fell the giant tree. 

In appreciating the influence of a 4 » ¥ we must also see it as ir- 
radiating the political actualities of the time; and in the cloak-and- 
dagger world of Peking factionalism, now so hardened against any 
further talk of revitalization, the most that Mao could accomplish 
was to foil his comrade's escape plans by feasting with him on ex- 
otic tidbits flown in from the farthest reaches. In short, it would take 
more than a single 4 transit to reverse all the injury and grievance 
mounted up during the tumultuous years of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. 


ETWEEN MAO'S conflict first with Liu and then with Lin 


) @) of the Cultural Revolution. Indeed, it was not until the 
fall of the Gang of Four in October 1976 that Mao's "theory of con- 
tinued revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat" was 
discredited by implication. Then, five years later, after the new 
clique had consolidated its power under Teng, a lengthy docu- 


second chart it is situated in mid-Q, aspecting nothing. The odds are that Lin 
never left Peking; that he was not among those who perished in Mongo- 
lia. 


° + incidentally would make station on the latter date. 
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ment was made public, entitled On Questions of Party History, 
which totally repudiated the Cultural Revolution from start to finish 
as being "responsible for the most severe setback and the heaviest 
losses suffered by the Party, the state and the people since the 
founding of the People's Republic.” If Lin's death marked the 
degenerate phase in Mao's revitalization effort, this document, 
which was adopted by the Sixth Plenum of the Eleventh Central 
Committee of the CCP, marked its final burial. 

Let us concede that Mao, beyond considerations of personal 
power, sought foremost to de-routinize the functioning of the CCP, 
in order that it might again assume its proper role within the party- 
state, as the organ that articulates as well as propagates the popular 
will. To what extent, then, are his revitalizing maneuvers reflected in 
the astrology of the times? 


Transits of the five Outer Planets to the 
birthmaps of the CCP & the PRC 
during some critical events, 1957 To 1981 


Number & Nature of Transits 
Event CCP PRC 
The rectification campaign: | 1: >oO 4 3: 4a, bo%, 
“blooming & contending” Xe) 
People’s Daily prints 3: Ho XK Koh, 1:¥09 
article on Wu Han Both 
Mao reveals that he is the | 3: 4 ° X, ¥ ° Q, 0 
“sinister hand” Boh 
Vice-Chairman Lin Piao 0 2: HAO, NoF 
dies in a rocket attack 
Arrest of Chiang Ch’ing; 0 3: 4o oS, Kan, 
fall of the Gang of Four Bo§ 
Total repudiation of the 0 3: Had, Ko Me, 
GPCR by the 11" Central Poy 
Committee 
* Orb =1° 


If we take a sample of critical events from the inauguration of 
the PRC down to the de-Maoization campaign, coincident with the 
State's second » cycle, we can plot the planetary positions at these 
points against a composite chart consisting of the birth maps both 
of the Party and of the State. These six events were chosen, 
first, because each was separated from the other by a time span of at 
least three years. This was to eliminate the problem of transit over- 
laps, especially where ¥ and B were concerned. The other basis for 
choosing these particular events consisted in the fact that they all 
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took place within a brief period. We are dealing here with such things 
as proclamations, announcements, publications, arrests and deaths. 
Having the character of sharp pulsations, events of this class make for 
an unambiguous delineation. 

The above Table summarizes this data and from it a clear picture 
emerges. By transit, the outer five planets at the time of the Cultural 
Revolution variously influence the functions of the Party at the 
expense of the State. Later, though, as the Maoist vision fades, 
once more the State is being influenced, so much so that by 1981 
there are no transits at all being registered against the Party's birth 
map. For better or for worse, the bureaucratic elements by then 
had fully regained control. 

An analysis such as this, which merely aggregates transiting in- 
fluences, can best reveal shifting emphases and long-term trends 
However, it is no substitute for an in-depth study of particular influences 
at specific points in time. By itself, the Table tends to conceal, for 
example, the influences of ¥, % and X as they transit in opposition 
to the triple conjunction of the O, o’ and P in the Party's birth map. 
Just as an aggregate, all these transits should bring the Party back into 
high profile, yet precisely the opposite has occurred. In the late 
1980's the State decided to open up China's consumer sector to capi- 
talist dynamics. This must have been anathema to the Party's 
ideologues, who sought economic autarky through the mobiliza- 
tion of sheer will power. But after all, it was transiting ¥ that was 
coming into focus during these years, and its opposition to the 
Party's triple conjunction could only further undermine that or- 
ganization's historic posture of extremism. 
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Head and Heart 
by Victor Mansfield, 2002 
Quest Books, soft cover, 290 pages, $19.95 


N 1975, The Humanist published ‘Objections to Astrology’, a state- 
ment signed by 192 leading scientists, including eighteen Nobel Prize 
winners. Professor Mansfield was one of the scientists invited to sign 
it. “.. [had been struggling for over a decade to balances my love for 
theoretical astrophysics with my psychological and spiritual needs. 
Part of that balancing act involved an immersion in astrology. Of course, after 
a decade of studying astrology, I could not sign the document.” 

Victor Mansfield’s book, Head and Heart, is “a personal exploration of sci- 
ence and the sacred,” combining insightful tales of the author’s ongoing spiritual 
struggle with his own emotions and psychology, which he describes by analogy 
to recent discoveries in cosmology. In his spiritual quest, one that has led him to 
sit for hours on end meditating at the feet of India’s holy men and women, he 
has become strongly influenced by depth psychology, particularly Jung’s con- 
cept of synchronicity, into which framework he attempts to fit astrology. 

A problem here is that, according to Jung, meaning is the indispensable crite- 
rion for synchronicity. If no meaning is recognized, there is no synchronicity. 
Yet astrology is effective all the time, whether we are aware of it or not, whether 
we recognize any meaning in any given moment or not. Accordingly, Professor 
Mansfield separates astrology into two types, as he explains: 

I suggest the following categorization of astrology. When astrology is con- 
tinuously functioning by correlating planetary positions with psychological 
states—but there is no meaning for the person involved—then it is an expression 
of acausal orderedness. The Mars effect is a candidate for this category. Like 
various parapsychological phenomena, this type of astrology is acausal and yet 
“constant and experimentally reproducible,” but it does not carry meaning 
critical for the experimental subject’s individuation. It is this reproducibility 
that allows for the impressive modern experiments verifying parapsychological 
effects. Because of the multileveled symbolic richness of astrology, statistical 
tests of it are much more difficult to design, but if astrology is truly an expres- 
sion of acausal orderedness, its “constant and experimentally reproducible” 
effects should be statistically verifiable. 

On the other hand, when a horoscope is read symbolically and reveals pro- 
found meaningful connections between the objective planetary positions and our 
subjective psychological state, then we experience a true synchronicity. Such 
individuation experiences are not always possible (like any true, sporadic syn- 
chronicity). However, when a skilled reader works with a horoscope, synchro- 
nicity experiences should be approximately as frequent as those found by a good 
Tarot or I Ching reader. 

For these reasons, astrology can be both an expression of reproducible 
acausal orderedness and, when the meaning is present, a true, sporadic syn- 
chronicity. In other words, when astrology is working unconsciously for the 
South Sea Islander or the famous athlete, it is an expression of continuously 
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functioning acausal orderedness—type 1 astrology. On the other hand, when 
studying our horoscope and its transits delivers a genuine insight into our psy- 
chological state, then the experience can become a genuine synchronicity—type 
2 astrology. Because of the complexity of astrology, this dual status seems un- 
avoidable 

Reproducible acausal orderedness (various quantum phenomena, parapsy- 
chological phenomena, and type 1 astrology, as in the Mars effect) falls within 
conventional science. Inconstant, nonreproducible synchronicity (including 
type 2 astrology), with its dependence on our unique individuation, falls outside 
of conventional science. 

Readers may decide for themselves whether or not this classification is rele- 
vant to astrology, as they know it. Presumably, Horary astrology would always 
be classified as type 2. 

Professor Mansfield gets into some rather complex physics on occasion but 
his strong scientific and educational experience gives him with the ability to 
describe these in a clear, easily understandable manner. I enjoyed this book. 

—Ken Gillman 


The Art of Predictive Astrology: Forecasting Your Life Events 
by Carol Rushman 
Llewellyn Worldwide. 270 pages. $14.95. 


AROL RUSHMAN has been a student first, a practicing astrologer 

second, a teacher third, and she is now an author. In this her first book 

she shows how astrology works by using many examples from her ses- 

sions with clients. This book is as interesting as going to a personal 
lecture with Carol and will make professional, as well as budding astrologers 
think. 

Carol starts out with the elements, fire, earth, air and water. She describes 
how a person faces life with an abundance of an element, or a lack of one. She 
then touches on the modalities, cardinal, fixed or mutable. She explains how she 
looks at the drivers of a chart: the aspects, stelliums, conjunctions and yods. 
Carol is aware, as are all astrologers, that the natal chart shows potential and 
promises. If something is not in the natal, it cannot be fulfilled. If it is present 
in the natal and the native doesn’t push to fulfill his or her dream, it very possi- 
bly won't happen, for we all have free will. 

Carol discusses all of the progressed planets, especially the secondary pro- 
gressed moon, which seems to move so fast in the chart. A three-month window 
is used for the progressed moon. Particular attention is paid if a progression hits 
one of the critical degrees. Carol tells us that 29° €& is the signature of a mil- 
lionaire. From reading this book, one obtains a very good understanding of 
what each house represents, by the house itself and by its axis, such as 2™ and 
8, 5™ and 11". Carol also uses hits to the progressed house cusps—this re- 
viewer had to think a lot about that. Carol writes about at length on eclipses and 
how they affect the chart, and she also uses lunations and full moons, and details 
the results when a lunation or eclipse falls in angular, succedent or cadent 
houses. 

There are ample examples of charts Carol has worked with. The one I espe- 
cially liked was that of a young businessman and involved the sale of his com- 
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pany. He was born in 1971, founded the company in 1994, and sold it in 1999 
for over $50-million. Since then, the value of his stock has grown more than 
four fold. 

Compared to the thrill of her first prediction, much has happened in thirty 
years of doing astrology. Carol’s first prediction was for a friend, who was 
waiting to hear from a lover she had not heard from in five weeks. Carol told 
her, word would come Thursday—it did. 

Read the book, you will enjoy it. —Bonnie M. Wilson 


Astrology: A Language of Life, Volume III 
A Handbook for the Self-Employed Astrologer 
by Robert P. Blaschke 
Earthwalk School of Astrology Publishing, PO Box 832, Ashland OR 97520 
166 pages, paper, $18.95, 2002 


‘amp OBERT Blaschke’s book, A Handbook for the Self-Employed Astrolo- 
ger, is a welcome, and much needed, addition to current astrological 
literature. Blaschke’s intention when writing A Handbook for the Self- 
Employed Astrologer was to “produce a practical handbook for the 
self-employed astrologer that addresses all of their concerns: transitioning from 
student, establishing a professional practice, handling income, expenses and 
taxes, marketing and advertising, navigating the client relationship, teaching and 
local public speaking, writing, publishing and lecture travel, participating in the 
astrological community, overcoming occupational hazards, and fostering per- 
sonal/spiritual growth.” He succeeds grandly. This book is loaded with practi- 
cal information and gives readers the nitty gritty details of running a practice — 
everything from recommended office supplies to breakdowns of yearly ex- 
penses. 

Blaschke is sincerely forthcoming about the reality of becoming a profes- 
sional astrologer and he openly shares his personal experiences. He invites you 
to learn from his mistakes and to gain from his successes. Blaschke reveals 
many details of his practice including finances -- both his business expenses and 
sources of income. His honesty is refreshing and much appreciated. He also 
explores additional methods of income for astrologers, like lecturing, publishing, 
teaching and selling reports. Blaschke has written a very usable manual, one that 
is helpful to both established and aspiring astrologers. 

The information in this extremely detailed book is applicable to many busi- 
ness ventures, and not just astrology. Aspiring astrologers take note: this is the 
book to read if you want to set-up and run a successfull business practice. For 
already established astrologers, the ideas in this book may inspire you to expand 
your practice and to improve your business skills. 

This is Blaschke’s third book in a planned series of seven volumes. Like the 
other two volumes in his “Astrology: A Language of Life” series, Progressions 
and Sabian Aspect Orbs, A Handbook for Self- Employed Astrologers in a won- 
derful contribution to the astrological community. 


—Leda Blumberg 
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Considerations XVIII: 1 


The Art & Practice of Ancient Hindu Astrology 
by James Braha 
Hermetician Press, 680 Fox St., Longboat Key, FL 34228 
Hard cover, 442 pages, $29.95 


HE SUB-TITLE of Braha’s new book is Nine Intimate Sessions Be- 
tween Teacher and Student. In any craft—and Astrology is a craft— 
the very best way to leam the subject is to apprentice oneself to a mas- 
) ter of the craft. The alternatives—attending classes, studying the writ- 
ings of past and current masters, attending conferences, discussing charts with 
other students—are poor substitutes for being able to sit beside an acknowl- 
edged expert as he or she casts and interprets a horoscope, and to be able to 
question the basis for each particular statement that is made. Although The Art 
& Practice of Ancient Hindu Astrology is not a complete substitute for the ap- 
prentice experience, it goes far in its attempt to being so. 

James Braha is a master of his craft. He possesses a fine understanding of 
his subject, especially in how it is applied in the Western world, and he able to 
convey his knowledge in a smooth, easy-to-follow, conversational style, in 
plain, easy-to-understand language. His sessions with his student were taped 
and then edited for clarity before being reproduced in this book. Perhaps the 
reader cannot be Braha’s apprentice, but being a “fly on the wall” and listening 
in on these sessions may be the next best thing. 

The sessions commence with the interpretation of the election chart (the Mu- 
hurta) for this project. The reader is able to easily follow the discussion without 
already possessing background knowledge, though this is available in a clearly 
set out Appendix that covers the fundamentals. 

Other sessions deal, among other things, with the analysis of the student’s 
horoscope; prioritizing the positive and negative features in a horoscope; retro- 
grade planets; stationary planets; the strengths and weaknesses of each of the 
twelve houses; charts for career, health and marriage; planets in exaltation and 
fall; differences between planets throwing aspects and conjunctions, gemstones; 
how to analyze stelliums; and compatibility between horoscopes. This book is 
jam-packed with so much information that students will want to read it many 
times over, learning something new each time. 

Any one wishing to gain an improved understanding of Hindu Astrology 
should have this book. It is one of the most important, well-written, clear and 
detailed texts on Vedic astrology. After reading it, this reviewer was stimulated 
to get out and reread Braha‘s earlier classic, Ancient Hindu Astrology for the 
Modern Western Astrologer. Like that previous book, this new one by James 
Braha is highly recommended. —Ken Gillman 
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Books Considered 


Astrology and Meditation: The Fearless Contemplation of Change 
by Greg Bogart 
The Wessex Astrologer Ltd, PO Box 2751, 
Bournemouth, BH6 3ZJ, England 
142 pages, paper, 2002 


N HIS inspiring new book, Astrology and Meditation: The Fearless 

Contemplation of Change, Greg Bogart explores the essential meanings 

of planets and signs with a strong spiritual perspective. Bogart looks 

beyond the outward, tangible manifestations of planetary formations 
and delves into the deeper meanings of aspects, transits and progressions. Bogart 
views astrology as a form of active meditation, a spiritual practice that can lead 
to a deeper understanding of the evolution of one’s soul. He writes, “The most 
powerful astrological ‘technique’ is a quiet mind, a stance of contemplation.” 
Bogart considers a personal meditation practice an important element for posi- 
tive, growth-oriented astrology. 

Bogart invites us to meditate on the spiritual lessons of the signs and planets. 
This may seem like elementary astrology but it is in fact essential astrology. It 
is crucial to grasp the deeper, more profound meanings of the planets and signs 
before one moves on to advanced techniques. Bogart suggests, “As you con- 
template your natal planets and current transits, breathe, and ask, what is the 
purpose of this? What is the highest potential manifestation of this celestial 
symbol? What is the secret intention of this process? What is the most positive 
outcome I can imagine?” 

After discussing astrological yoga and planetary meditations, Bogart ex- 
plains the use of symbol amplification to enrich one’s understanding of astro- 
logical symbols. Case histories throughout the book demonstrate symbol ampli- 
fication and illuminate spiritual lessons that may be learned from various plane- 
tary pictures. Bogart views astrology “not so much as a means of prediction but 
as a tool for the evolution of consciousness.” 

The text of Astrology and Meditation is enhanced with quotes from insight- 
ful individuals such as Sri Aurobindo, Dane Rudhyar and the Dalai Lama. 
Rudhyar was one of Bogart’s teachers and his humanistic-transpersonal ap- 
proach towards astrology and personal growth comes through in Bogart’s work. 

Astrology and Mediation ends with two must-read appendices: “Understand- 
ing the Jupiter-Saturn Cycle” and “The Twelve Yogas of the Zodiac,” a discus- 
sion of the evolutionary phases and their corresponding signs. Don’t ignore the 
copious footnotes at the book’s conclusion. There is a lot of valuable informa- 
tion to be found there. 

Bogart is a licensed marriage and family therapist, the Director of the Coun- 
seling Psychology program at John F. Kennedy University’s Graduate School 
for Holistic Studies, the author of several wonderful astrology books and maga- 
zine articles, a certified yoga instructor and an astrological counselor. In Astrol- 
ogy and Meditation he writes, “Above all, we must strive to be in alignment 
with our spiritual destiny and to fulfill the dharma, the life path and the mode of 
world service that is revealed to us. Thanks to astrology, we are each provided 
with detailed instructions.” —Leda Blumberg 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, 
is a professional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Leda Blumberg is a freelance writer who has been fascinated with as- 
trology for over 25 years. She lives on a farm in New York State where 
she trains horses, writes children's books and reads as many astrology 
books as possible. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Barbara Koval is author of The Lively Circle and Time & Money. A 
frequent contributor to this magazine in the past, her article ‘Courting 
Justice’ previously appeared in Considerations VI: 3. 


Martin Lipson lives in Kingston Ontario. He is interested in all things 
astrological but his current focus is trying to understand why events hap- 
pen when and where they do. You can contact him via Astrology- 
List@yahoogroups.com, which he moderates. 


Alexander Marr’s article on Hitler’s invasion of Russia was previously 
published in Considerations V1: 3, which is now out of print. 


Virginia A. Reyer can communicate six languages. She is a Switzer- 
land-born astrologer with many years experience, who is currently re- 
searching the Vertex. Virginia now lives in Glendale, Arizona. 


Denis Saunders is a Homeopath, a Naturopath, an Osteopath, and a very 
fine, experienced astrologer. Dr. Saunders lives in Johannesburg. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer, Douglas Smith, a former profes- 
sor at York University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home 
in Haliburton, Ontario. 
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